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‘Annogncemont nears m Knrdl ^ 

NKXK^, Cyprus (AP) — An agreement between the Iraqi government 
and Kurdish rebels will be announced soon, a leading government 
Kwrepapcr reported Tuesday. A1 Qadissya. the mouthpiece of the 
• moouyot defenw. said the agreement would coincide with the besnaiftt 
of paMicdEsoBsson of draft laws on press freedom and democratic 
jefonn s. The newspaper died “wcB-iofonocd aowces" as saying that i*»t< 
b etwee n tne government and the Kurds “are being held in a positive and 
normal atmosphere." The report was carried by the official Iraqi news 
and monitored in Cyprus. It was the first official report in 
ome new last month that a Kurdish delegation led by rebel chief 
Mnaoud Baizam had been holding talks with Iraqi officials. Aims of the 
■™ks were establi shmen t of an autonomous Kurdish zooc in northern Iraq 
a nd a d emocratic government in Baghdad. Barani, bead of the largest 
Kurdish faction, the Knnhab Democratic Party, said last week that he 
Exp e cte d an agreement could be reached by June 20. 
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Iraq’s Aziz to Turkey for post-war talks 

AMMAN (R) — Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister Tarcq .Aziz arrived in 
Amman on Tuesday on his way to Ankara for post-Gulf war fence 
mending with Turkish leaders. An Iraqi Embassy spokesman 
confirmed Aziz’s arrival and said be would leave for Turkey oa Thursday. 
NATO-member Turkey, Iraq's powerful Muslim neighbour did not send 
troops to the U.S.-led military alliance but it turned off an oil pipeline to 
the Mediterranean and allowed allied aircraft to use a southern base to 
bomb Iraq. Turkish President Turgut Oral said on Friday the Aziz visit 
did not reflect a chang e in policy towards Iraq. He also said be would pass 
on Western views to Aziz, who has not been received in any Western 
capital since Iraq's defeat. The Anatolian news agency said last week Aziz 
would ask Ozal to re-open the pipeline. Ankara said this would depend on 
a U.N. Security Council decision to lift sanctions. 


Volume 16 Number 4724 


AMMAN WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12, 1991. THI AL QU’DEH 29, 1411 


Price; Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAJE 1.50 dirhams 


irfaams 


blfc 


pul 


^uniter. 

dbe^ 

athtf* 

vSt^ 

gam*** 

fofC^ 


*'*1* 
& 


*>"S 


t 


C< 






If this life has any meaning it is 
for me to pursue the quest to win 


God’s blessing and to serve this nation’ fSB 


King recovering in hospital 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein, who was 
admitted to hospital Monday 
for treatment following irregu- 
lar heartbeat, was Tuesday, 
recovering, an official state- 
ment said. The statement said 
the Royal Palace wanted “to 
reassure the Jordanian people 
about the King's condition-’ 

The statement which said 
that the King Hussein was 
admitted to A1 Hussein Medic- 
al City Monday, June 10, reas- 
sured Jordanians that "His 
Majesty was recovering with 
God’s will." 

King Hussein, speaking to 
Radio Jordan Tuesday from 
foe hospital, said that he had 
"experienced similar health in- 
disposition several times in the 
past, and I believe this win be a 
short one with God's help; I 
hope to return to resume my 
work with you in order to 
pursue the endeavour towards 
die common aspirations." 

“If this life has any meaning 
it is for me to pursue the quest 
to win God’s blessing and to 
serve this nation and the Jorda- 
nian people whose heads will 
remain raised high since they 
strive to protect the Arab Na- 


tion’s rights and work for the 
future," the King added. 

“The best gift which I can 
receive from my kinsmen and 
brothers with whom I have 
lived all my life is to find them 
foil of the spirit that characte- 
rised their stand when we met 
to endorse the National Char- 
ter,” King Hussein said. 

“In my address I have meant 
every word I said. 2 pray to 
God that this country will con- 
tinue to progress and follow 
the course we have all chosen 
in order to attain strength and 
continuity and to set a good 
example for our brothers in the 
world," the King concluded. 

A palace official told the 
Associated Press that the King 
was “doing fine and in fact he 
is in an excellent condition now 
and he might leave the hospital 


The Jordan Times would 
like to express to the King 
best wishes for speedy re- 
covery, and may God bless 
the Jordanian people with 
His Majesty’s excellent 
health. 


Wednesday." 

The official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the heart trouble was caused 
by “continuous hard work dur- 
ing the past few weeks." 

In the past week the King 
participated in many major 
local events, including celeb- 
rating the 75th anniversary of 
the Great Arab Revolt and the 
signing of die National Charter 
legalising political pluralism in 
the country. 

According to the official, the 
King has had periodic heart 
checkups in Jordan as well as 
the United States and Britain 
and had a case of heart irregu- 
larity in May 1990. 

The source said the King was 
urged to quit smoking, lose 
weight and refrain from physi- 
cally draining activities at that 
time which he did. But he 
started smoking again after the 
Gulf crisis erupted last August. 

The Royal Palace was 
flooded Tuesday by cables 
from Jordanians wishing the 
King a speedy recovery. The 
palace also received thousands 
of calls from Jordanians inquir- 
ing about his health. Jordan 
Television reported. 






•t 



Yemeni President A?i 
Abdullah Saleh and Palestine 
Liberation Organisation Chair- 


man Yasser Arafat both called 
the King at hospital to wish 
him a speedy recovery. 


No hostages, no aid, 
Britain tells Lebanon 

‘Israel ready for swap’ 


BEIRUT (AP) — Foreigners will 
not invest in war-wracked Leba- 
non 'until toe western hostages 
held there are released, British 
Foreign Office Minister Douglas 
Hogg said Tuesday. 

“Oeariy, what this country 
needs is investment confidence — 
people coming back to it to track: 
and to invest here — and that 
inevitably will not happen until 
all hostages are released," Hogg 
tcM: reporters, 

Hogg spoke at a news confer- 
ence after a one-hour meeting 
with Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi on the third day of his visit 
here to win freedom for toe 13 
missing westerners. 

- The British official held sepa- 
rate, talks with Hrawi and Foreign 


Minister Fares Bweiz, both 
Maromte Catholics, Prime Minis- 
ter Omar Karami, a Sunni Mus- 
lim, and Parliament Speaker 
Hussein Husseini, a Shiite Mus- 
lim. 

The meetings coincided with 
the 77th birthday of retired royal 
air force pilot Jack Mann, who 
disappeared May 12, 1989, as he 
drove to a bank in Muslim west 
Beirut. 

Hogg warned that toe release 
of the hostages will prove a key 
fitnms test on winning interna- 
tional re sp e ct a b ility for Lebanese 
as toe country tries to pot the 
16-year civil war behind it. 

(Conthmed on page 5) 


Israeli minister calls 
for negotiations over 
the Golan Heights 


TEL Aviv (R) — An Israeli 
cabinet m inis te r called on Tues- 
day for. negotiations on the future 
of the Golan Heights if Syria 
agreed not to retnove Jewish set- 
tlements or station troops tbere. 

“Yoa have to understand what 
we get m r etina for th at ," In- 
terior Minister Arye Deri said. 

“If we remove the Syrian 
threat, which is the most serious 
threat, a much more serious 
threat than toe Iraqi threat, that 
is why we are making peace." 

Deri spoke to reporters during 
a tour of Jewish tomes in north- 
ern Israel and the adjoining 
Golan Height's, a strategic 


plateau captured from Syria dur- 
ing toe 1967 Middle East war. 

His comments indica t ed much 
greater flexibility than the usual 
position of the government, 
which has said Syria can seek the 
return of the land but Israel 
would refuse. 

The Israeli minister said that 
before talks begin Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad would have 
to accept two conditions: 

“That no Syrian soldiers win be 
there and that the Jewish settle- 
ments will not only remain but 
expand in natural development." 

(Continued oa page 9 


Amnesty urges halt to 
‘defective’ Kuwait trials 


LONDON (Agencies) — Amnes- 
ty International said on Tuesday 
trials in Kuwait arising from the 
seven-month Iraqi occupation 
were defective and asked the 
government to half them until 
defendants could be guaranteed a 
fair hearing. 

The London-based human 
rights group called on the Kuwaiti 
government to commute the only 
death sentence passed so far. 

“Unfair trials are had enough 
in cases where defendants face 
penalties of imprisonment but 
they are absolutely intolerable 
where the penalty is death,” 
Amnesty said in a report com- 
piled after the return of its dele- 
gate to the trials. 

More than 100 people have 
appeared in martial Law trials on 
charges stemming from Iraq’s 
occupation. A man was sent- 
enced to death after being 
charged with membership in the 
Iraqi popular army. 

“The trials so far have been 
defective in all the critical 
phases... We're appealing to toe 
Kuwaiti authorities to call a halt 
to the trials until all the defen- 
dants can be guaranteed a fair 
trial,” Amnesty said, criticising 
the absence of a right to appeal. 

In its message to the Kuwaiti 
government, Amnesty said exten- 
sive human rights violations were 
can tinning in the emirate and 
that the local authorities “do not 
appear to have taken effective 
steps to end arbitrary arrests, 
disappearances, torture or deaths 
in custody." 

It quoted its delegate to the 
trials as saying he saw two prison- 
ers who appeared to have been 
tortured, when he visited 


Kuwait’s A1 Farwaniya hospital. 
One elderly man had bruises on 
his neck and lacerations across his 
chest as if he had been repeatedly 
whipped. 

“The second man had injuries 
on his thighs and holes burned in 
toe soles of his feet — hospital 
staff said this was done with a 
cigarette lighter," the delegate 
said in his report. 

Amnesty said some of the 
charges seemed “grossly disprop- 
ortionate" to the offence. 

Its delegate cited the case of a 
plumber and an electrician 
appearing in a case linked to the 
Iraqi occupation newspaper A1 
NidLa. The electrician was asked 
by the Iraqis to repair a toilet and 
he called a plumber to do the job. 

“For these actions, the two 
men could now face the death 
penalty on charges relating to 
external state security." 

Amnesty said the panel of 
three legal experts set up by the 
justice ministry to review all ver- 
dicts was not a sufficient guaran- 
tee because its recommendations 
were not binding. 

It said it did not challenge 
Kuwait's right to try people for 
offences committed during the 
occupation “but they must re- 
ceive fair trials according to inter- 
nationally accepted standards. 
This is not happening now.” (see 
story on page 3) 

Meanwhile, Kuwait's crown 
prince hinted in remarks pub- 
lished on Tuesday at a shakeup in 
senior police ranks. 

Sheikh Saad A1 Abdullah A1 
Sabah, who is prime minister and 
martial law administrator, told 
Sawt A! Kuwait “a new outlook 
and approach" had been brought 


to the force. 

He said several senior officials 
in the ministry of the interior had 
been offered the chance to retire. 

It was the second time in a 
week that the ruling family sug- 
gested a cleanup of the force was 
under way after allegations by 
western human rights groups of 
police brutality. 

In a collaboration trial on 
Tuesday a defence lawyer 
appealed for mercy for Kuwait’s 
thousands of stateless Arab resi- 
dents. 

“These people are really suf- 
fering,” said Mohammad Anizi, 
telling the court that stateless 
Arabs, know as bedouins once 
saved the emir from an assassi n 's 
bomb. 

Anizi's client, Samir A1 Kbaief, 
is charged with joining Iraq’s 
popular army — an offence that 
has drawn the only death sent- 
ence in the three-week bearings. 

The authorities are holding 
several thousands bedouin on 
suspicion of being Iraqis. Genera- 
tions of bedouin have served in 
Kuwait's army and police force. 

Kuwait has also quietly begun 
deporting Iraqi residents — a 
posable violation of a post-Gulf 
war agreement banning forced 
repatriation. 

Police at the border post of 
Abdali said 46 Iraqis were de- 
ported on Sunday night and up to 
200 more were expected to be 
repatriated on Tuesday. 

"They all cry, saying ‘Iraqis 
will IdU me,' then they go,” 
police Lieutenant Faisal Ai Anri 
told reporters. 

Interior Minister Sheikh 
(Continued on page 5) 


Palestinians leave adopted home , Kuwait 


- - By JaK Arraf 

Renter 

AMMAN — Palestinians who 
have lived in Kuwait for de- 
cades are fleeing their adopted 
borne, driven by “fear that bfo 
will never be the same after toe 
Gntf war. 

“I call it the tragedy,” sad 
25-year-old Rami, bora in 
Kuwait but dam one of those 
who has come- to Jordan. 

Palestinians left homeless by 
the creation of the Jewish state 
and subsequent Arab-Israeli 
whs' settled in Kuwait in I age 


tfag Mirir atefirnm a desert back- 
water to a gfeamhig oil state in 
the 40 years that preceded 


Iraq's Angmtt invasion. 

Western human rights 
groups have accused Kuwaiti 
police, soldiers and self-styled 
ouhtias of carrying oat a witch- 
hunt against Palestinians be- 
cause of Palestine liberation 
Organisation support for 
Baghdad in the Gulf crisis. 

Hundreds who stayed 
through toe crisis but hoped 
tension would subside after the 

war are now giving up and 
leaving as soon as they can. 

Rami said he deckled to get 
out of Kuwait this month after 
he was taken to a police station 
twice and accused of stealing 
cars and kidnapping Kuwaiti 
girls. The second time be spent 


two days in jail. 

The Kuwait government 
says excesses have stopped and 
has ordered a crackdown on an 
armed crime and a cleanup of 
ministry of interior officials. 

But Palestinians’ worries 
have been fuelled by a series of 
trials in Kuwait of those ac- 
cused of collaborating with the 
I raqis during the occupation, 
many of them Jordanians and . 
Palestinians 

“We talk to our relatives and 
they say they are fine but that’s 
it — they can’t say anything 
over the phone,” said Hanan, 
a Jordanian office worker. 

She said her unde is trying 
to leave Kuwait because his 


children have been refused 
readmission to government- 
run schools. 

Hanan said Kuwaiti tele- 
phone operators sometimes 
hang up when they find calls 
are coming from Jordan. 

Many of the estimated 
400,000 Palestinians and 
Jordanians in Kuwait before 
toe war held senior positions in 
business, industry and govern- 
ment. Only a handful have 
been offered their jobs back. 

Jordan welcomed Palesti- 
nians fleeing Kuwait. But some 
Jordanian passport holders 
who had spent their whole lives 
in Kuwait say they bad a harsh 
awakening after they arrived 


here. 

“(People) treat us like 
Kuwaitis not Jordanians,” 
Rami said. 

"They think we all have a lot 
of money and can do whatever 
we want." 

Rami abandoned a share in a 
Kuwaiti travel agency when he 
left. 

Sitting in an outdoor cafe, 
apologising that be could offer 
only local cigarettes. Rami 
said: "Sometimes I spend six 
or seven hours a day here." 

He plans to join his sisters in 
Beirut. 

“I don’t know anybody in 
Amman," he said. “Kuwait 
was mv country." 


Egypt, Syria say Israeli 
military major threat to peace 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — The 
Middle East’s two most powerful 
Arab stares said on Tuesday that 
Israel's military machine was a 
major threat to Washington's 
plans to make the region safer. 

Egypt and Syria said Israel, the 
largest recipient of U.S. military 
aid in the world, should give up 
weapons of mass destruction, in- 
cluding its nuclear arsenal, if 
President George Bush's arms 
reduction proposals were to have 
any chance of success. 

The arms control proposals 
should cover all Middle Eastern 
countries, they said, and Israel 
should join the nuclear non- 
proliferation pact. 

The official daily Tishreen 
quoted visiting Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Moussa as saying 
that while Cairo welcomed the 
U.S. proposals it wanted them to 
cover all major weapons, particu- 
larly Israel's nuclear arms. 

“Both sides stressed the ne- 
cessity of enforcing the elimina- 


tion of mass destruction 
weapons... without any excep- 
tion... especially in toe nuclear 
field," a Syrian official said. 

Israel refuses to confirm or 
deny that it has nuclear weapons 
but western military sources say 
toe Jewish state has at least 100 
nuclear warheads and missiles to 
deliver them. 

No Arab country has nuclear 
weapons and Washington has 
sidestepped questions on whether 
the Jewish state's nuclear 
weapons would be included iu the 
arms reduction plan. 

During wide-ranging discus- 
sions, Moussa and Shara focused 
on perceived Israeli intransigence 
on proposals for a Middle East 
peace conference and plans for a 
post-Gulf war security force, the 
backbone of which would be 
formed by Syrian and Egyptian 
troops. 

“The two sides discussed the 
negative effects resulting from 


the continuation of Israel’s poli- 
cies hindering efforts aimed at 
achieving a comprehensive peace 
settlement." a Syrian official 
said. 

Moussa, visiting Damascus for 
the first time since becoming 
foreign minister, later held talks 
with President Hafez Al Assad. 

The Egyptian minister told 
Tishreen that Syria and Egypt 
agreed that peace could not be 
achieved in toe Middle East un- 
less Israel withdrew from occu- 
pied Arab territories. 

Syria and most Arab countries 
want any Middle East peace con- 
ference to be based on U.S. Secur- 
ity Council resolutions 242 and 
338 — an exchange of land for 
peace. 

Israel, which says it will not 
give up any occupied land, wants 
a largely ceremonial conference 
without U.N. participation to be 
followed by face-to-face talks 
with individual Arab states. 


Israeli troops kill Palestinian boy; 
leaflet urges end to inter-fighting 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops shot 
dead a 14-year-old Palestinian 
who ignored orders to stop 
throwing stones in the occupied 
West Bank on Tuesday, Israeli 
and Palestinian sources said. 

In the occupied Gaza Strip, 
seven masked Palestinian activ- 
ists stabbed to death a 22-year- 
old Arab woman in the doorway 
of her home and badly beat her 
father when he tried to prevent 
the killing. 

Palestinians identified the 
youth as Khaled Ismael Khader 
from the village of Beit Sira near 
Ramaflah. 

Military sources said he was 
throwing stones on a main road 
leading to a Jewish settlement in 
the area and refused army orders 
to stop. Soldiers opened fire and 
killed him. 

The woman, who lived in the 
Mugbazi refugee camp, was 
named as Sabah Al Dubali. She 
was apparently suspected of col- 


laborating with Israeli author- 
ities, Israel radio said. Her father 
was in critical condition. 

It was the latest attack in a rash 
of inter-Palestinian violence 
which has prompted appeals from 
the senior Palestinian nationalists 
and uprising organisers in the 
occupied territories to stop tail- 
ings of suspected collaborators. 

Meanwhile, four PLO factions 
and the Muslim fundamentalists 
Hamas issued a joint leaflet Tues- 
day calling for an end to factional 
fighting. 

The appeal against factional 
fighting from Hamas and Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation fac- 
tions followed several days of 
dashes between rival Palestinians 
in late May and early June in the 
West Bank city of Nablus. 

At least four Palestinian activ- 
ists were wounded in the con- 
frontations, which pitted Hamas 
against the PLO’s Fateh faction 
for control of toe city’s casbah, or 
market area. 


Last Thursday, one Palestinian 
was killed and another wounded 
in a dash between members of 
Fateh and die Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine, PLO 
faction. 

The leaflet declared factional 
fighting a “taboo" and conde- 
mned toe use of weapons against 
fellow Palestinians. It said “those 
who resort to weapons instead of 
constructive dialogue ... wfll be 
held responsible for their ac- 
tions." 

The leaflet also strongly criti- 
cised activists who pursued a 
wounded Palestinian into a Nab- 
lus hospital, saying "we condemn 
the attack on one of toe wounded 
in a hospital operating room.” 

The leaflet was signed by toe 
PLO’s mainstream Fateh faction, 
the PFLP, toe Democratic Front 
for toe Liberation of Palestine, 
the Palestinian Communist Party 
and Hamas, also known as toe 
Islamic Resistance Movement. 


Israel settling immigrants in 
occupied lands — legislators 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Two left- 
wing legislators charged in a re- 
port released Tuesday that the 
-government was encouraging new 
inunigraxns to settle on occupied 
land despite pledged not to do so. 

Debt Zucker of toe Citizens’ 
Rights Movement and Haim 
Oron of toe Socialist Mapam 
Party said the government, 
“through the housing ministry, is 
using methods and techniques 
that will make it easier to bring 
immigrants to toe territories." 

The issue is politically touchy 
because the United States, in 
approving aid to help settle 
Soviet immigrants, demanded 
guarantees that they would not be 
moved to the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. U.S. policy 
considers Jewish settlements in 
the war-won territories obstacles 
to peace. 

Avi Pazner, top aide to Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, said in 
response to the Zucker-Oron re- 


port that Israel "was faithful to its 
obligation not to direct immig- 
rants to toe territories." 

He repeated Israel's assertion 
that less than 1 per cent of toe 
265,000 Soviet immigrants that 
have arrived since mid-1989 have 
“chosen to go to the territories." 

The legislators' report said the 
government indirectly offers new 
immigrants mobile homes in toe 
territories at a monthly rental of 
75 to 240 shekels (S31 to 100). 
rent for a similar three-room 
apartment in Israel runs more 
than 900 shekels ($400). 

In the past year, 1,748 trailer 
homes have been moved to the 
West Bank and Gaza, which were 
captured in the 1967 Middle East 
war. 

Zucker and Oron said that 
trailers moved to the territories 
become toe responsibility of Jew- 
ish settlements or private com- 
panies, which then rent the 
homes without following rules on 


rental prices or eligibility of 
tenants. 

“In this way the settlement or 
company can encourage absorp- 
tion of immigrants without any 
government intervention. It also 
makes it possible to present every 
effort to bring immigrants to the 
territories as private,” the report 
issued by Oron and Zucker 
stated. 

Housing ministry spokesman 
Shaya Segal said he had not seen 
the report but added that the 
ministry followed government 
policy opposing directing immig- 
rants to the territories. 

The two legislators also said 
that the settlement movement 
Am ana was working to draw im- 
migrants to settlements in toe 
territories and that many settle- 
ments have created “absorption 
committees" with like motives. 

Meanwhile, an Arab and 

(Continued on page 5) 


West opposes easing Iraq sanctions 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Western Security Couctl mem- 
bers, meeting behind closed 
doors, produced a range of 
reasons on Tuesday why sanc- 
tions could not yet be lifted 
against Iraq, diplomats said. 

But envoys attending the meet- 
ing said the Soviet Union, China, 
Ecuador, Cuba and Yemen were 
among the nations that wanted 
sanctions eased in varying de- 
grees to encourage Iraq to comp- 
ly with U.N. demands. 

They said both the United 
States and Britain, in reviewing 
Baghdad’s compliance with coun- 
cil directives, had prepared lists 
accusing Iraq of such actions as 
holding on to Kuwaiti prisoners 
and not returning Kuwait’s Stolen 
property quickly enough. 

The sanctions were imposed 
after Iraq invaded Kuwait last 
August in a dispute over oil and 


territory. 

Under an April 3 Security 
Council resolution setting terms 
for a permanent ceasefire in the 
Gulf war, Iraq’s compliance must 
be reviewed every 60 days. 

Technically, the resolution 
calls for a review on imports to 
Iraq only. Exports, including oil, 
should be set free once weapons 
of mass destruction are scrapped 
and a war damage fund is set up. 

British ambassador David 
Hannay told reporters during a 
recess that London insisted its 
two nationals detained in Iraq — 
Douglas Brand and Ian Richter 
— should be freed before sanc- 
tions could be lifted. 

Hann ay also said he told the 
council that actions taken by Iraq 
since toe ceasefire had been rep- 
rehensible, a reference to moves 
against Kurds and Shiite Muslims 
whose rebellions last March were 


crushed by Baghdad’s forces. 

“There have been massive acts 
of repression of the civilian 
population both in toe south and 
the north of toe country which 
has led to major loss of life," he 
said. 

But he said Britain had no 
independent knowledge that 

(Continued on page 5) 


Modem Design and Knitting 

“JANBEK” 

Announces it's sales for the sum- 
mer collection Hi which includes 
hand and machine knitwear as 
wefl as ready to wear garments. 
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Occidental looks for oil in Algeria 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Occidental Petroleum Corp- said 
Monday it signed a joint agreement with the Algerian national oil 
company to explore the 5.7-miltioa-acre Djemma Touggourt area is 
the Sahara in northeastern Algeria. The three-year exploration 
includes seismic tests that will begin immediately and four 
exploratory wells, the first to be drilled next year. It’s the first 
time a U.S. company has signed a production sharing agreement 
in the underexplored, productive Meiimr Trough, Oxy Chief Ray 
R. Irani said. Occidental declined immediate comment on a Wall 
Street Journal report that China has decided to buy Occidental's 
50 per cent stake in the Antaibao Coal mine and prepay the 
mine’s large foreign debt. The $570 million coalmine is one of the 
largest joint ventures between China and a foreign company. 
Extricating Occidental from the coal venture, along with several 
other pet projects of the late Occidental Chairman Ann and 
Hammer, has been a top priority for Irani. 


Police van torched, 15 students arrested 


ISTANBUL, Turkey (AP) — About 15 students were arrested 
Monday after youths stoned police officers and a police van was 
set afire near Istanbul University, police reported. The incident 
occurred following a campus meeting where the students pro- 
tested the kilting of a fellow student by police. The students then 
marched outside. The victim, identified as Murtaza Kay a, was 
shot and seriously wounded last week and died Monday. The 
semi-official Anatolia news agency said be was shot when he did 
not heed a call by police to stop as he was distributing leaflets 
containing separatist propaganda in Istanbul. The students buried 
rocks at the police outside the campus and threw a firebomb into a 
police van, which was gutted. Police entered the university and 
arrested about 15 students upon suspicion of having been involved 
in the incident or for failing to produce proper identification 
papers. Anatolia said. There were no reported injuries and 
further details were not available. 


Big medical supply company scraps 
pSansfor Syrian plant 


CHICAGO (AP) — Baxter International Inc. announced Mon- 
day it is abandoning plans to build a plant in Syria because of 
controversy over the medical supply giant’s dealings in the Middle 
East. But the company continues to deny allegations that it 
agreed to sell an Israeli operation in order to be removed from an 
Arab blacklist of companies that do business with Israel. Federal 
officials are investigating whether Baxter sold the Israeli {riant to 
clear the way for the Syrian operation, which would have been in 
violation of a U.S. law against cooperating with the Arab boycott. 
Baxter agreed in 1990 to build a plant to manufacture intravenous 
solutions in Syria, although that country remains on the U.S. 
government's list of countries said to be aiding and harbouring 
terrorists. “We had only one intention in agreeing to build in 
Syria,” Baxter Chairman Vernon R. Loucks Jr. said in a 
statement released from its suburban Deerfield headquarters. 
''We intended to bring Baxter's life-saving health-care products 
more directly to the people of the Arab World.” “The volatile 
situation throughout the Middle East and controversy surround- 
ing Syria in particular now lead us to change our plan,” Loucks 
said. He noted that Baxter products will still be available in the 
Middle East through distributors, and that Israel continues to be 
the company's largest Middle East trading partner. Loucks, 
commenting on the federal probe, said Baxter “has done nothing 
wrong.” “Baxter will cooperate, as it has all along, with the 
government’s study," he said. Baxter is the world’s largest 
supplier of hospital supplies, with sales exceeding $8 billion last 
vear. 


3s*aq pledges to return Kuwait’s museum 

art 


PARIS ( R) — Iraq said on Monday art works taken from Kuwait 
during its occupation of the emirate were shipped to Baghdad for 
protection against U.S. bombings and would be returned, a U.N. 
agency said. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) said it had received assurance 
from Iraqi delegate Aziz Haidar that Kuwaiti museum pieces 
were “preserved in the Iraqi national museum pending their 
transfer to Kuwait by mutual agreement... under United Nations 
supervision.” Haidar said a U.N. envoy had visited Baghdad and 
seen the Kuwaiti museum pieces. UNESCO said earlier that 
Kuwait had asked it to help prevent the sale of tens of thousands 
of valuable pieces of art stolen during the eight-month Iraqi 
occupation. UNESCO said it would supply the international 
police organisation Interpol with details of items missing from the 
Kuwait national museum and other Kuwaiti collections. Kuwait 
had asked for UNESCO's help under the 1970 convention on 
preventing the illicit sale of cultural property. 


WFP chief to visit Sudan 


KHARTOUM (R) — World Food Programme executive Direc- 
tor James Ingram will arrive In Khartoum on Friday to discuss 
bow Sudan has been affected by the fell of the Marxist 
government in Ethiopia, radio Omdurman said. The state-nm 
radio said on Tuesday that Igram’s visit is part of a tour of the 
region after the collapse of the Addis Ababa government which 
sent fresh waves of refugees flooding across Ethiopia's borders. 
Sudan has accused the international community of ignoring its 
pleas for aid for the refugees. Hie official Sudan News Agency 
(SUN A) said almost 140,000 Ethiopians had crossed its frontier 
by Sunday but thousands more were coming every day. Before 
the latest influx, Sudan was already host to more than a million 
refugees, mainly from Eritrea. Minister of Culture and Informa- 
tion Abdalla Mohammad Ahmed said Sudan, struggling to keep 
its own people fed, has flown 30 tonnes of emergency food and 
medicines to Somalia. Ahmed, who is doe to start a European 
tour to seek help for the Ethiopian refugees, told 5UNA five 
more aid flights would be sent to Somalia. 


Iraqis sceptical 
of government’s 
democracy talk 


By Jonathan Wright 

Reuter 

BAGHDAD — In quiet comers 
of Baghdad and out of official 
earshot. Iraqis let down their 
guard. 

The way many of them see the 
events of the past year, the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait, the allied 
campaign to win it back and the 
uprising in March against Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, has little 
in common with die official ver- 


sion. 

The Iraqi government says the 
United States and its allies had 
already decided to destroy Iraq, 
Kuwait was Iraqi territory and 
Iraqi forces fought valiantly 
against overwhelming odds to de- 
fend the country from an evil 
conspiracy. 

This cuts little ice on the streets 
of Baghdad, where Western visi- 
tors are- more likely to be invited 
home for tea than insulted or 
accused of crimes against human- 
ity. 

In the absence of opinion polls 
and independent sources of in- 
formation, it is hazardous to 
generalise about the true state of 
Iraqi public opinion. 

But lengthy discussions with 
scores of Iraqis, spread over a 
three-week visit, suggest that 
only a small minority would 
mourn the departure of Saddam, 
his family and the Baath Party 
loyalists who surround him. 

Thousands of people, deeply 
sceptical of government promises 
of freedom and democracy, have 
made up their minds to leave the 
country as soon as the coast is 
clear, Baghdad residents say. 

“The next time I go. I will go of 
my own free will and I will not 
look back,” said Hussein, a 
middle-aged civil servant who 
was posted abroad in the 19S0s. 

Hussein, not his real name, 
said that while abroad he had 
often thought of defecting but 
hesitated for fear of reprisals 
against his family in Iraq. 

One diplomat called home af- 
ter Iraqi embassies closed down 
last year said that even before the 
crisis he found his government's 
policies difficult to sell. “Now it 
would be impossible, unless..." 
be said. His voice trailed off. the 
unspeakable words unspoken. 

Ministers say the government 
has had to be tough because the 
country has been in crisis for most 


of the past two decades. 

“This country needs strong 
leadership because it is an unst- 
able part of the world. You can- 
not expect such societies to turn 
into democracies overnight,” 
Culture and Information Minister 
Hamid Youssef Hummadi said. 

An independent businessman 
in his 60s reminisced with nostal- 
gia about the “good old days” 
before the Baath Party came to 
power. 

The Baarh Parry wiped out all 
political alternatives over the past 
23 years of unchallenged rule and 
new generations of Iraqis had no 
experience of political liberalism, 
he lamented. 


Hummadi said the Baath Party 
decided to reform itself in 1980 
but the process was held up by 
the war with Iran. Now it was 
willing to abandon its privileged 
status and compete equally with 
other political parties. 

For many Iraqi men in their 
30s, who have spent up to 10 
years in the army, the past now 
looks like a waste and the future 
is bleak. 

Salem, for example, studied 
and loved English literature be- 
fore he was drafted into the army 
in 1980 to fight the Iranians. 
When he met his professor eight 
years later, he told him. “Milton 
and Chaucer? I have forgotten 
these things. I just count myself 
lucky to be alive.” 

Salem had arranged a job in 
Europe with a university friend 
from the Gulf and came back to 
Baghdad last July to sell his house 
and pack up. 

“On Aug. 2 (when Iraq in- 
vaded Kuwait) I lost everything, 
when my friend called me later, I 
didn't know what to say.” Tears 
welled in his eyes and the muscles 
of his face tightened to hold back 
the emotion. 

He recalled how he saw two 
dazed Kuwaitis wandering the 
streets of Baghdad last Septem- 
ber. He approached them in pity, 
offered them money and invited 
them home to stay. "We know it 
is not your fault.” they told him. 

A pious Shi'ite Muslim, 
formerly a sergeant-major in a 
tank battalion, said he thought 
Iraq’s troubles were divine re- 
tribution. “Retribution for 
what?" T asked. “For him." he 
said, pointing over his shoulder 
towards Baghdad.. 


U.S. cannot predict withdrawal date 

Washington says no evidence 
of Iraqi attack on Shi’ites 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. defence department said on 
Monday it had no evidence to 
support an Iranian report that 
Iraq’s army had launched an 
offensive against hundreds of 
thousands of fugitives trapped in* 
the marshes of southeast Iraq. 

“There has been some con- 
tinuing low-level military activity, 
clashes between the Iraqi army 
and Shi’ites in that area for the 
past few weeks. But there is no 
evidence of a major attack,” Pen- 
tagon Spokesman Pete Williams 
said. 

Iranian television reported that 
explosions were heard on the 
Iranian side of the border on 
Monday. Iranian leaders and Ira- 
qi exiles said earlier they feared a 
massacre of Shi’ite Muslim re- 
fugees and that Iraq’s troops 
might use poison gas. 

Williams told Reuters U.S. in- 
telligence indicated there were 
some continued dashes in the 
area involving the Iraqi military 
and refugees who fled into the 
marshes. 

Hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple fled Iraqi dries in March 
when the army crushed post-Gnlf 
war revolts against the Iraqi pres- 
ident. Unlike Kurds in the North, 
where a similar exodus took 
place, southerners mostly fled 
eastward and few escaped into 
Iran. 

U.S. and allied troops occupied 
southern Iraq for weeks after the 
war but have since been with- 
drawn. 

Iraqi refugees have begun 
trickling back to the south of their 
homeland from Iran despite re- 
ports of an Iraqi attack on hun- 
dreds of thousands of their com- 
patriots, U.N. offidals said 
Tuesday. 


A spokesman for the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
in the Iranian Oty of Ahwaz said 
65 families totalling about 300 
people had crossed back into Iraq 
in the last three weeks. 

“When you consider the report 
about what’s happening tn Iraq, 
it’s a mystery that these refugees 
should go bade. What made them 
do it?” he said. 

Iranian television said Iraqi 
troops launched an offensive on 
Monday against hundreds of 
thousands of fugitives trapped in 
the marshes of southeastern Iraq. 
It said explosions beard from the 
Iranian ride of the border signal- 
led the start of an attack. 


authorities. 

But most of the ShTite refugees 
accomodated in half - a dazes' 
camps in Iran’s . Khuzcstaa pro- 
vince say they will not go back as - 
long as President Saddam Hus- Reuters in 
srin and his Baath Party hold ■ were informed 
power in Iraq. 

“Saddam and his party mist be 
removed, otherwise people will 
stay m Iran forever,” said as 
elderly man at the Ashrafi Is£aha~ 
m Camp near the city of Dczful ,. 
north of Ahwaz. 

The refugees appeared to have 
little independent information 
about events in Iraq, but they 
expressed fear over Saddam's in-: 
tentions. 


Allied personnel involved n 
Operation Provide Comfort i 
down to 18,381 peofAe, from i 
peak of 21,170.* r ; 

. Kurdish guerrilla, leaders tofa 

jr UsSW 

tbattentatiroplamto 
drawin g: the foreign troopfc tia 
month had been sbeNed for now 
After the . UJS-4ed^p<iaS^ 
forced Iraq from Kswait -las 
February; -many Iraqfis- aoa 
against president Saddam^Hw 
son. '■* 




Iraq denied reports at the 
weekend that it was planning an 
offensive in the marshes. 

The U.N. spokesman in Ahwaz 
said the returning refugees bad 
been allowed back into Iraq 
through the border crossing at 
Shalamcheh, north of the war- 
mined Iranian city of Kborram- 
shahr and near Iraq's second city 
of Basra. 

Hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple fled Iraq in March when the 
army crashed rebellions after the 
Gulf war. 

Iran estimates that up to a 
million people are hiding in the 
marshes, including defeated re- 
bels and deserters from Iraqi un- 
its smashed by the United States 
and its allies in the war. 


on 


Although Kurds have been re- 
turning to the north, where the 
Gulf war alies set up a security 
zone, this was the first word of 
ShThe Muslims from the south 
making their way back home. 

The spokesman said the return- 
ing southerners had been given 
three days food supply by Iranian 


The United States also saki a 
milestone was readied when the. 
United Nations assumed respon- 
sibility on Friday for Iraqi re- 
fugees refief efforts but it could 
not predict when US. troops 
leave northern Iraq. 

“A milestone in operation pro- 
vide comfort was achieved on 
Friday, June 7, with lie transition 
of humanitarian relief efforts for 
Iraqi refugees in northern Iraq, 
from U.S. forces to the United 
Nations High Commissi oner for 
Refugees (UNCHR),” State De- 
partment spokeswoman Margaret 
Tutwfler told reporters. 

“Operation Provide Comfort 
has accomplished most of its ma- 
jor goals," she said, refer ri ng to 
tiie relief effort’s military tide. 

Responding to reports U.S. -ted 
allied forces planned to leave Iraq 
by foe end of the month, Ttatwiler 
said. 


. When the revol t 
two mffifon Iraqi' Emxb fled.t 
the IHriash and IxaxifruLliaitiei 
to escape reprisals. Alfiedfroop 
were 

refief efforts. - \ " ; 

- Tbtwflersafdm fittfemore-tihaa 
two. montfas^ tbc allies stoppo 
dying is mountain refugee' camp 
ami delivered more than. 34 ml 
Eon pounds 15.4 ntiffian kflqg 
ranuncs of supplies. _"* j_' 


“As far as for the United 
States, there’s no date that’s been 
set for die withdrawal of our 
forces or all coafition forces that I 
personally am aware of.” 


As of tost Friday, the UNCHE 

« respohahlitfor overall ritariq ggi 
mftnf nf tint h umanit a ri an effort 
The task includes cacmfiraSq 
nongovernmental and privafc 
voluntary organisations, provid 
ing food distri b uti on, -.-water 
health care, shelter and soda 
■ services, to the Iraqi refugees am 
displaced persona, she said. 

Coafition ' forces continue it 
support U.N. efforts, with trans 
for of excess supplies aAd'eqoip 
meat, tanging from r food an 
paper plates, to vehicles, genei 
ators and toms. ■ . 

Also, they are prtmdmg-soiiM 
specialised medical assistance 
transportation assistance,- fed 
communications and riv ffn iilitaq 
liaison for the relief effort, da 


Ruined Iranian city waits for fresh disaster 


KHORRAMSHAHR. Iran (rJ 
— Devastated in the Iran-lraq 
war. then flooded with refugees 
after the latest Gulf conflict, the 
Iranian city of Khorramshahr 
watches and waits to see if a new 
disaster will be enacted on its 
doorstep, across the Shatt Al- 
Arab waterway in southern Iraq. 

This was once a flourishing 
port of 270,000 people. Most or 
them fled before Iraq captured 
the city soon after invading Iran 


in 1980. Now perhaps 10,000 
people eke out a living in its 
ruins. 

Some of them are Iraqi re- 
fugees, Shi'ite Muslims like the 
Iranians, who fled to Iran after 
Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein put 
down an uprising iir the wake of 
his defeat in Kuwait in March. 

There is little awareness here 
of what is going on now in Iraq. 
The flaw of refugees has slowed 
to a trickle, according to Red 


Cross officials n the Khuzestan 
provincial capital of Ahwaz. 

Iran, however, has expressed 
concern at reports by United 
Nations officials that Saddam 
may be planning an offensive 
against some half a million re- 
fugees in the marshes west of the 
Iranian border, Baghdad has de- 
nied it 

•Tehran Radio said on Sunday 
Iran could not remain indifferent 
to such a move, which would 


affect its security and economy 
Some 2, 500 refugees live in : 
camp at Khorramshahr, accord 
ing to the' Red Gross. Anothe 
transit camp has been closed a 
the refugees are mewed furtbe 
inland. /■-- •• • - 

•' Some refugees are' squattinj 
in': houses. Mohantinad Abba 
Hamza -and eight relatives tyhc 
flcdilraq in two cars earlier (hi 
yeas; dossed the border at Sha 
lamdteh, north of here. 


Israeli academicians, generals present new peace plan 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — A group comprising 
nearly 200 influential Israeli 
academicians and senior reserve 
army officers on Monday pre- 
sented a new peace plan calling 
for the formation of an indepen- 
dent Palestinian state. 

* 

The council of “peace in 
stages” said its peace plan has 
received widespread support 
from Israelis and Palestinians 
alike. 

The programme envisages a 
Palestinian state in the occupied 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip 
after a five-year trial period and 
in exchange for a full-fledged 
peace with Israel's neighbours. 

In addition, terror acts against 
Israel and the Palestinian revolt 
in the occupied areas would stop 
immediately. 

The plan says the Palestinian 
state would be deprived of having 
its own army in the first decade of 
its existence, while Israel would 
have the right to send its forces 
into the Palestinian state if a 
foreign army enters it. 

Limited Israeli military forces 
would be stationed along the bor- 
der between Jordan and the new 
Palestinian state in the first five 
years of its existence. 

Jerusalem would remain under 
the Israeli sovereignty, with sepa- 
rate municipal elections in the 


annexed eastern part of the city. 
Israel's new borders would indude 
new Jewish neighbourhoods built 
there since Israel captured East 
Jerusalem in the 1967 Middle 
East war. 


Representatives of the main 
faiths would administer their re- 
spective holy sites. 

At its first convention, held in 
Jerusalem Monday, the group 
issued a statement saying it was 
driven by a feeling that “political 
stalemate provides a serious 
threat to the state of Israel.” 
On the other band, a peace 
agreement without long term pro- 
visions for security and without a 
process of confidence-building 
measures is no less a danger,” it 
said. 


It characterised the programme 
as dealing "with the root of the 
real problems of the conflict in 
our region in a clear, thorough 
and bold manner.” 

The new peace plan seriously 
differs from the Israeli govern- 
ment’s official stand. The govern- 
ment is only ready to offer the 
Palestinians limited self-rule or 
autonomy, and opposes an inde- 
pendent state. 

“Today, the Palestinians have 
no chance to have a state of their 
own. This plan offers them a stare 
in five years. True, it stipulates 
severe limitations ... but they will 


accept this plan, not because it is 
so good for them but because it 
is less worse than others/’ said 
one of the council 's initiators, 
Shmuel Toledano. 

Apart from Toledano, a former 
government’s adviser of Arab 
affairs, the council includes 184 
academicians and reserve army 
officers. 

Among the members — re- 
spected political scientists Yehu- 
da Bauer, Aranon Sda and 
Moshe Maoz; military analysts 
such as Aharon Yariv of the 
Jaffee Centre for Strategic Stu- 
dies in Tel Aviv; former military 
and security leaders like ex-depu- 
ty Air Force Commander Brig. 
Gen. (res.) Giora Furman and 
Reuven Hazak, former deputy 
head of Israel's Shin Bet security 
service. 

In its statement, the council 
said it is “not currently connected 
nor shall be connected in the 
future to any political body." 

But Toledano, speaking on 
Israel television, said the council 
wants political parties to adopt its 
programme. 

“At this point, its seems the 
labour Party might do it,” he said 
in reference to Israel’s main 
opposition party. “But we would 
prefer it to be adopted by the 
ruling Likud (bloc), and we will 
make every effort for the sake of 
that.” 
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Eyewitness report describes methods of torture 

Human rights violations continue in Kuwal 
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Tmjifai students intent on their papers Tuesday, the first da; of examinations (Petra photo) 

Tawjihi examinations started 


AMMAN (J.T.) - More than 
62,000 students who completed 
their secondary education Tues- 
day embarked on die second and 
final session of tawjihi examina- 
tions set by the Ministry of 
Education for schools in Jordan. 

Minister of Education Abdul- 
lah AI Akafleh toured a number 
of halls where the students are 
sitting for the examinations which 
would last nine days. His tour 
took him to halls in Zarqa, 
Ruseifa, Yajouz, Awajan and 


Hittin refugee camp where be 
inspected the progress of the ex- 
amination and miked with a num- 
ber of students. 

Later, the minister was briefed 
by supervisors about the arrange- 
ments made for the students. 

According to the Ministry of 
Education, a total of 62,749 stu- 
dents are taking the examinations 
in the scientific, literary, com- 
mercial, agricultural, industrial, 
nursing and hotel management 
streams. 


The Ministry of Education has 
prepared 837 examination halls 
for the students in the country 
and one hall in Tunis for the 
students following the Jordanian 
system. 

Ministry of Education officials 
said results could not be expected 
before the end of the next month, 
although marking of the papers 
and evaluating the students’ work 
starts immediately after each ex- 
amination. 


Jordan appeals for assistance 
in agriculture at WFC talks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan sub- 
mitted to the World Food Coun- 
cil (WFC), which has just con- 
cluded meetings in Copenhagen 
— Denmark, a detailed report 
about its agriculture development 
f plans, and appealed for United 
Nations assistance to help it iro- 
plement them in order to increase 
food production. 

Jordan’s appeal was submitted 
by Minister of Agriculture 
Mohammad Alawneh who took 
part in die four-day meetings 
dedicated to cfiscussu^ chronic 
issues like poverty and hunger 
and assistance to developing na- 
tions to increase foexi production. 

Mr. Alawneh told the Jordan 
News Agenqy, Petra, that into 
£ appeal to the council he had 
pointed out that die agricultural 
sector provides income to nearly 
12 per cent of the Jordanian 
people and constitutes a base 
pillar in die socio-economic de- 
velopment programme of the 
Kingdom. 

The appeal came in a working 
paper which called for stepped up 
cooperation between the Ministry 
of Agriculture in Jordan and the 
World Food Programme (WFP), 
especially in the field of reclaim- 


ing land for agriculture, accord- 
ing to Mr. Alawneh. 

The paper noted that Jordan 
was exerting all efforts to boost 
food production and had been 
setting up dams to harvest rain 
water to create pasture lands for 
the livestook. 

The minister held a meeting 
with the Danish minister of agri- 
culture to discuss ways by which 
Jordan can benefit from De- 
nmark’s vast experience in the 
dairy industry; he toured a num- 
ber of dairies to examine their 
works. 

The WFC provides overall, in- 
tegrated and continued attention 
to coordinating policies on food 
production, nutrition, food secur- 
ity, food trade and food aid. 

The council reviews problems, 
proposes actions and issues recom- 
mendations; it -coordinates the 
activities of the United Nations, 
connected to food problems, and 
cooperates with regional bodies 
to formulate and follow up the 
approved policies. 

According to the council’s list 
of activities, priorities are: in- 
creasing food production in de- 
veloping nations, c r e a t in g an in- 
ternational grain reserve as part 


of a world food security system 
increasing and improving food 
aid, improving nutrition m de- 
veloping countries and reducing 
barriers in food trade between 
developing and developed states. 

Mr. Alawneh said that the 
•WFC had issued a set of recom- 
mendations, at the end of the 
meetings, calling for increased 
aid from the rich industrialised 
nations to the countries of the 
Third World to boost their agri- 
cultural production. 

Mr. Alawneh said that the 
council particularly stressed the 
need for assistance to be allo- 
cated for poor countries trying to 
utilise land for food production 
and urged developed countries to 
provide the necessary expertise. 

He said that the council 
Mged developed nations to open 
their markets to Ttair World agri- 
cultural products so as to encour- 1 
age them to increase their output. 

He said that the council had 
expressed dissatisfaction with the 
present level of assistance pro- 
vided to the poorer nations of the 

world and said that aid should be 
duected towards ending poverty 
and hunger. 


By Serene Halasa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanians and 
Palestinians leaving Kuwait are 
still reporting cases of torture, 
detention, deportation and 
death, by Kuwaiti armed 
mobs, despite international 
pressure on the Kuwaiti gov- 
■ emment to put an end to such 
acts. 

An eyewitness report 
obtained by the Jordan Times 
spoke of the difficulties faced 
by the Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian residents of Kuwait fol- 
lowing the withdrawal of Iraqi 
forces on Feb. 26. The writer. 
Taher Abdul Jabar. is a 
Palestinian who worked at the 
Fateh office in Kuwait. 

“What is written in this re- 
port, I have seen in my own 
eyes and I investigated the 
other part before leaving 
Kuwait on the May 21. 1991." 
Mr. Abdul Jabar wrote. 

In his report Mr. Abdul 
Jabar mentioned 24 methods 
of torture administered on 
Jordanians and Palestinians in 
Kuwait. The most shocking 
and severe acts of torture in- 
cluded in the report are, in his 
own words: Undressing the in- 
ternees completely and beating 
them on the sensitive parts of 
their body. Extinguishing 
cigarettes on internees' bodies. 
Cutting of the flesh of inter- 
nees' bodies using a nail dip- 
per. Cutting the flesh of inter- 
nees’ bodies using a knife and 
forcing them to chew their own 
flesh. Shaving the internees' 
hair and forcing them to swal- 
low the hair with water. Skin- 
ning the back of internees, 
using a fish scaling tool, until 
the skin is removed from the 
flesh, then sprinkling salt over 
the wound. Hammering nails 
into the sldn and exposing the 
bodies to electrical shocks. 
Drilling the skull using an elec- 
teical drill. It is worth mention- 
ing that one inddent at least 


was registered for a martyr 
from Kabatia and another inci- 
dent for a young man where his 
hands and legs were drilled. 
Penetrating the internee's anal 
cavity with a bottle of Coca 
Cola. An incident was reg- 
istered where a bottle was in- 
serted into an older man's anus 
causing his dead). Forcing the 
internees to commit sodomy 
among themselves or having 
Kuwaiti soldiers rape them. 
Pulling out the nails of inter- 
nees using pincers. Forcing in- 
ternees to tick the saliva of the 
soldiers and making them 
drink their urine. Placing the 
internees in trunks of cars, 
locking them up and parking 
these cars under the burning 
sun. Depriving them of food 
and water for days. Threats to 
rape internees’ mothers, 
daughters and sisters. Drawing 
blood from the internee's 
bodies using it to write slogans 
against the" PLO. Palestinians 
and Jordanians on the walls of 
the prisons. 

“These are some of the 
methods of torture that we 
have witnessed or heard of but 
there could be some still un- 
known to us," the report read. 

Mr. Abdul Jabar also wrote 
about some of the most noto- 
rious military prisons where 
scores of Jordanians and 
Palestinians were detained and 
tortured describing them as 
“the dirtiest, toughesr pris- 
ons." 

Furthermore, he added that 
some coastal villas were used 
by armed militias to hide peo- 
ple whom they kidnapped, tor- 
tured and later brutally killed. 

“These (coastal villas) are 
used by militias, where people 
who are kidnapped are drag- 
ged there to be tortured. There 
are many who have dis- 
appeared and others killed ..." 
the report read. 

Mr. Abdul Jabar gave exam- 
ples of such practices which 
included raping and killing a 


young man and throwing his 
body on the beach, kidnapping 
and raping two girts from an 
area near AJ Hamm school, 
breaking the spine of a man, 
and killing a doctor, who had a 
paralysed leg, through torture. 

“The American Embassy in 
Kuwait is well aware of all the 
details of these tragedies, since 
both Palestinians and Jorda- 
nians go to report the mistreat- 
ment and human rights viola- 
tions," Mr. Abdul Jabar said. 
“I learnt later on from people 
who went to the embassy that 
they were only given promises, 
but nothing was done about 
it." he added. 

Mr. Abdul Jabar also sent 
out an appeal to the world 
community to put an end to 
what he described as “ridicu- 
lous martial trials," against 
Jordanians and Palestinians 
who stand trial in Kuwait, ac- 
cused of collaborating with the 
Iraqis. 

On the other hand, an 
Amnesty International news 
release said that the court pro- 


ceedings in Kuwait were “un- 
fair" and called for their im- 
mediate halt “until they can be 
brought into line with interna- 
tional standards." 

"The trials so far have been 
defective in all the critical 
phases in the pre-trial period, 
during the hearings themselves 
and afterwards in the lack of 
defendants' right to appeal to a 
higher tribunal ."Amnesty In- 
ternational said in its news 
release. “We are appealing to 
the Kuwaiti authorities to call a 
halt to the trials until all the 
defendants can be guaranteed 
fair trials." 

“Unfair trials are bad 
enough in cases where defen- 
dants face penalties of impris- 
onment." the news release 
read, “but they are absolutely 
intolerable where the penalty 
is death." 

The London-based human 
rights organisation, also ex- 
pressed concern over the con- 
tinuous human rights viola- 
tions and accused die Kuwaiti 
authorities of lagging in taking 


proper action against such 
practices. 

The organisation’s delegate 
to the trials, has also reported 
that prisoners who are tried as 
collaborators, are being tor- 
tured beforehand. The repre- 
sentative said that he personal- 
ly saw two prisoners, when he 
visited Al Farwaniya hospital, 
who appeared to have been 
tortured. 

Describing the prisoners, the 
representative said that one 
was an older man with “bruises 
on his neck and lacerations 
across bis chest as if he had 
been repeatedly whipped," 
and the other “had injuries on 
his thighs and holes burned ip. 
the soles of his feet. Hospita! 
staff said this was done wi'th a 
cigarette lighters." 

The organisation also said in 
its news release that "defen- 
dants were cut off from the 
outside world between their 
arrest and trial, (and) mostly 
denied access to families, 
lawyers or independent doc- 
tors. 
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Bar conference ... A man on trial for allegedly collaborating with Iraqi Coras talks with his 
lawyer (photo BflD Haber) 


Helayel inspects pilgrims 
conditions in holy places 


Report shows roads claim 22 
lives, injure 789 in May 


4 killed in tragic 
road accident 


By Gfaazi Haddad 

Special to the . Jordan Tones 

MAFRAQ — Four citizens, 
three of them belonging to the 
same family, were killed and 11 
others injured in a horrible road 
accident on the Mafraq-Zarqa 
highway near ' Al Dajanieh 
bridge. The condition of the in- 
jured was described as stable. 

Bri gadier Abdul Raouf Hus- 
sein, director erf the Police De- 
partment here, sand in a state- 
ment to the Jordan Times and Al 
Ra*i that the casualties resulted 
from a head-on collision between 
a private car and a taxi. 

The private car, criming from 
Irbid and heading towards 'Am- 
man via Mafraq, overtook a line 
of cars ahead and hit am oncom- 
ing car,, heading towards IrbkL 
Both cars were moving at very 
high speed, according to Brig. 

Hhgsein. _ 

He gave die names of those 
killed as Malek Mohammad 
Tawalbeh (16), Mohammad 
Tawalbeh (10), Fatqnah Tawal- 
beh (60), and Nadia Al Sayyed 


The driven of the two cars 
were among those injured and 
carried to hospitals in Mafraq and 
Irbid for treatment. Hospital 
sources reported the' injured in 
stable condition, and the police 
were holding an investigation. 

In another development, 22 
citizens were killed and 789 
others were injured in 1,797 road 
accidents which occurred in Jor- 
dan in the past month, according 
to a statement by the Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
Tuesday. 

The number of deaths and in- 
jured in May were 25 and 264 
respectively, less than those of 
the previous month, the state- 
ment noted. 

According to the statement, 
1,164 of these acciden t s occ u rred 
in Amman while the rest were in 
Irbid, Zarqa, Balaqa, Karak, 
Mafraq, Aqaba, Maan, Madaba 
and Taffieh. 

- TheSPD said that most of the 
accidents were caused by lack of 
care in driving and non-abidance 
by traffic regulations. 
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Jordan, 

Italy 

tackle aid 
programmes 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A joint 
Jordanian-ItaHan economic com- 
mittee is due to open meeting in 
Rome Wednesday to discuss 
Jordanian projects which would 
be financed through an Italian 
technical assistance programme 
to the Kingdom. 

A statement by the Jordan 
News Agency J*etra, said that the 
three-day meetings would also 
focus attention on prospects of 
Italy contributing towards financ- 
ing a tomato paste processing 
plant at Mafraq and a printing 
school to be set up by the Minis- 
try of Education. 

Minister of Planning Khaled 
Amin Abdullah who is beading 
the Jordanian ride to the Rome 
meetings said in a statement 
shortly before leaving Amman 
that the two sides would agree on 
a timetable for the implementa- 
tion of the Karak Hospital which 
Italy had promised to finance. 

Talks he said would also cover 
Italy's food aid to Jordan in 1992 
and 1993 in addition to emergen- 
cy aid that would be used to help 
the national economy and deal 
with the consequences of the GtUf 
crisis on the Kingdom. 

Dr. Abdullah is accompanied 
on the trip to Rome by officials 
from the ministries of health 
education and planning 
In his statement before depar- 
ture, the minister voiced Jordan's 
appreciation to Switzerland for 
allocating $40 million as a grant 
to help the Jordanian economy. 
He said that Switzerland had 
originally earmarked only $25 
million but later raised the sum to 
$40 million. The grant is part of a 
$100 million in aid to countries 
severely affected by the Gulf 
crisis and approved by the Swiss 
Parliament, 


MEDINA (Petra) — Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affaris 
Secretary-General Ahmad 
Helayel, bead of the Jordanian 
pilgrimage team. Tuesday in- 
spected the Jordanian pilgrims’ 
housing estate, and looked close- 
ly at the services offered to them. 

Dr. Helayel also met with pil- 
grims and representatives of 
transport companies, which car- 
ried pilgrims to the holy places in 
Saudi Arabia. He urged them to 
ensure the comfort of pilgrims 
and to provide the best services 
for them. 

In another meeting, with head 
and members of the Jordanian 
medical team accompanying pil- 
grims, Dr. Helayel stressed the 
need to provide appropriate 
health care to pilgrims and to 
promote health awareness 
among them. 

On Monday, Saudi Haj and 
Awqaf Minister Abdul Wahab 
Abdul Wasi’ received. Dr. 
Helayel and discussed with him 
the measures taken by the Saudi 
Haj and Awqaf Ministry to facili- 


tate the performance of pilgrim- 
age. 

Dr. Helayel voiced apprecia- 
tion to the Saudi government for 
the facilities it provided for pil- 
grims. 

The two officials stressed the 
important role scholars and 
preachers can play in enhancing 
Islamic fraternity during the Haj 
season which witnesses the 
largest gathering of all Muslims. 

Abdul Wasi’ and Dr. Helayel 
also stressed the need for streng- 
thening existing cooperation be- 
tween the two countries in all 
Islamic fields. 

In a Haj-related development, 
the central committee for distri- 
. buting meal of slaughtered anim- 
als in Mecca discussed is s u es per- 
taining to the distribution of meat 
to the needy families. 

Karak Depty Governor Eid AJ 
Alaya, who chaired the commit- 
tee meeting, said that priority in 
receiving such meat will be given 
to beneficiaries from the National 
Aid Fund and the Alms Fund. 


Jordanian, 

Syrian 

officials 

hold talks 


Pharmacists meet in Cairo 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan Pharmacists Association (JPA) will 
toe one-day meeting of the Arab Pharmacists Union’s 
Higher Council m Cairo Wednesday (today). The meeting will 
pave the ground for the Higher Council’s meeting, to be held in 

rof > D^? ecil T? ctol,er 13-15. The delegation is headed by the 
JPA President Husain Eddine Mismar. 
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Jordan, Germany discuss 
technical, financial cooperation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian 
and German officials and techni- 
cians opened talks at the Ministry 
of Planning Tuesday to discuss 
technical and financial assistance 
to Jordan in the coming two years 
and to pave the ground for broad- 
er negotiations, due to be held by 
the two sides in Amman before 
the end of 1991. 

According to a statement by 
the Ministry of Planning, the 
talks aim to define the volume of 
technical and financial assistance 
which Germany plans to offer to 
the Kingdom. 

Germany has been providing 
Jordan with financial and technic- 
al assistance in different areas, 
especially in developing the King- 
dom’s agricultural sector. 

The talks, which would con- 
tinue over the coming days, are 
conducted by a Jordanian team 
led by Ministry of Planning 
Secretary-General Safwan Tou- 
qan and Mr. Liptau, head of the 
Middle East Department of the 
Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the German team 
is expected to spend a week in 
Jordan during which its members 
will visit various ministries con- 
cerned with the German technical 
assistance programme to Jordan, 
particularly the ministries of agri- 
culture and water and irrigation. 


According to a German 
Embassy press release, the talks 
will focus on various projects in 
the fields of technical and finan- 
cial cooperation. It said that the 
talks were considered consulta- 
tions which take place annually, 
alternatively in Germany and in 
Jordan. 

The German delegation com- 
prises Matthias Meyer, charge 
d’affaires at the German embas- 
sy, Mr. Liptau, Mr. Von Aiilock, 
bead of Department for Jordan of 
the Bank for Reconstruction. Mr. 
Kher, head of Near and Middle 
East Division at the GTZ, (the 
German Agency for Technical 
Cooperation) and Dr. Geinitz, 
head of section for Jordan at 
GTZ. 

In 1990 and 1991 Germany 
made considerable efforts in 
helping Jordan to overcome los- 
ses resulting from the Gulf crisis. 
In addition to the regular technic- 
al and financial cooperation, 180 
million DM, in 1990 and 150 
million DM, in 1991, we granted 
as united commodity 

The consultations come at a 
rime when consequences of the 
Gulf crisis on the Jordanian eco- 
nomy. as well as on the German- 
Jordanian projects, have to be 
evaluated and technical and 
financial cooperation has to find 
its path back to its pre crisis level, 
the press release said. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Syrian 
Transport Minister Yousef 
Ahmad Tuesday arrived here on 
a several-day official visit during 
which be will head the Syrian 
delegation to the meetings of the 
General Assembly of the 
Jordanian -Syrian Land Transport 
Company and the Jordanian- 
Syrian Navigation Company to 
start here Wednesday (today). 

In an arrival statement, Mr. 
Ahmad said that bis visit to Jor- 
dan was in response to an invita- 
tion extended to him by his 
Jordanian counterpart Jama] Al 
Saraireh. 

He added that two general 
assemblies of the two joint tram- 
port companies would undertake 
au assessment of the progress of 
the two companies and look into 
the best means for making signifi- 
cant progress. 

On the transfer of the border 
post, from its current site in 
Ramtha, to Jaber village, Mr. 
Ahmad said the subject would be 
debated by the Joint Jordanian- 
Syrian Higher Committee, which 
will take a decision on the matter. 


Municipality 
grants land 
to sports 
clubs 


AMMAN (Petra) — Greater 
Amman Municipal Committee 
Tuesday adopted a decision allo- 
cating plots of land from the 
municipality's property to AJ 
Faisab, AJ Jazirah and Qadisieh 
clubs, which do not have their 
own headquarters. 

At a special meeting, held 
under the chairmanship of Am- 
man Mayor Ali Suheimat, the 
committee approved the alloca- 
tion of land to these three chibs 
provided that they start construc- 
tion within three years. 

The committee also approved 
the value of a tender for impro- 
ving Prince Mohammad Street. 
The tender value exceeded by 30 
per cent the original. The in- 
crease covers comperbatioo, ex- 
tra work and changes of plans. 
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Iraqi artist displays 
desert life paintings 


By Maba Addasi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Alia Art Gallery 
Thursday, started displaying 
painting by Iraqi artist Abudl 
Jabbar Salman. 

The 50 canvases displayed, 
under the theme of “Man and 
the Desert,” mirror desert col- 
ours and the daily life of be- 
douins. A leitmotif in many of 
his paintings is the bedouin 
tent and people — usually in 
pairs — going about their acti- 
vities. 

“The reason why I show 
people in pairs is to emphasise 
toe interaction between people 
in toe desert and their inter- 
dependence in their daily 
lives,” Mr. Salman said, 
adding that he makes sure that 
toe figures are spread out over 
the entire painting for balance. 

Mr. Salman's use of colour 
and space is an accurate repro- 
duction of desert scenes, but 
the way he portrays these 
scenes is original, giving him a 
style that is unique. 

The artist does not paint the 
characters' facial features and 
expressions, but shows how 
people fit in the entire theme 
as they walk in the desert or sit 
together by their tents. 

A few paintings look almost 
as if the artist had enlarged a 
photograph and framed it. 
These photographic paintings 
are so extremely real one gets 
the impression that the people 
and camels in the painting 
could step out of the frame at 
any moment. 

Hie large expanse of sand in w 


these pictures is painted in all 
toe natural desert hues, toe sky 
has toe sunset colours and this 
gives a contrast between the 
reds and pinks of toe sky and 
the yellows and browns of the 
sand. 

Also on display are some 
abstract pieces with colours ap- 
plied onto toe canvases layer 
oyer layer to give depth and 
distance. In one such painting 
the deep black centre has only 
a few red spots to brighten it 
up. The centre comes in deep 
contrast with the outer areas of 
the frame which features very 
bright colours. The dark centre 
is indicative of a bedouin tent 
whereas toe surrounding col- 
ours indicate people. 

Mr. Salman received a 
Bachelors Degree in fine arts 
from toe Academy of Fine 
Arts in Baghdad in 1967. He 
taught art in Iraq and Saudi 1 
Arabia which is when he be- 
came "preoccupied in the de- 
sert to toe point of obsession." 
He participated in several col- 
lective exhibitions in Iraq, but 
also had five solos. 

In 1983 he was allocated 
some working space and an 
exhibition hall in one of Iraq's 
large hotels. This came to an 
end with toe beginning of the 
Gulf war. 

Mr. Salman's art is on sale 
with prices ranging between 
JD 80 and JD 650. 

The exhibition, which was 
opened under toe patronage of 
Anis Muasher, toe director of 
toe Royal Society for the Con- 
servation of Nature, will last 
until June 14. 
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Shamir’s demands and 
Arabs’ false hopes 


IN ITS attempts to dictate the terms and conditions of the 
peace conference on the Middle East, Israel is not only 
opposing PLO p arti c ipa tion bat is now seeking to control 
the composition of any Palestinian team to the talks. Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir is now on record as insisting 
on ntoeing the names of Palestinians in any joint 


acwfarfgd with the PLO or are citizens of occupied 
Jerusalem. This latest hardening Israeli stance came on the 
heels of VS. President George Bash’s “gentle” letter to 
Shamir offering to scrub Arab and faternatkmal demands 
for an effective U.N. role in the peace talks in return for a 
freeze on Israeli settlement in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

There is tittle doubt that Washington’s friendly approach 
towards Tel Aviv is only wetting the Israeli appetite for 
mote and more insolent demands. When wfll it ever dawn 
on the U.S. that its soft glove posture towards land is only 
causing an avalanche of old and new Israeli obstacles in the 
path of the quest for a permanent and just settlement of the 
Arab-Isradi conflicts? As Washington is not about to 
reverse its worn out poikks towards the Jewish state either 
now or ever, one might as well kiss the so-called peace 
process goodbye. It is much wiser to reckon with the hard 
facts about the Israeli plans and potkies and accept them for 
what they are than to mdulge in wishful thinking and day 
dreaming. One has got to be very naive not to believe that 
the illusive peace process is nothing bat a enrage that aims 
more than anything else at intoxicating the Arabs with false 
hopes. True there is not mnch that the Arab parties can do 
about the time-honoured Israeli intransigence. The sober 
Arabs have always suspected that as long as there is no 
strategic balance between the Arab countries of the Middle 
East and Israel there is no way to move the peace process 
one iota unless Washington is willing to apply some pressure 
end arms twisting. And since this is not in the cards, ami the 
Arab states are not likely to socceed on attaining a military 
strategic balance with Israel, especially after the catas- 
trophic Golf war and U.S. arms control proposals, the Arab 
parties would better be advised to take stock of their 
fortunes, which are few, and their misfortunes, which are 
plenty, and act accordingly. 

What viable options are now available to the concerned 
Arab countries is something that needs thorough soul 
starching and meticokms calculations. Uppermost on the 
minds of Arab policy-makers is whether to opt for contain- 
ment of Israeli expansionism or to plunge into plans to 
reverse the Israeli occupation of Arab terTtiories no matter 
what such a l tern ati ves may mean and imply in intermediate 
and long terms. It appears that m this vein the Arab order 
lacks a strategy even at this late hours. Unless Arab leaders 
get their heads together and come oat wftfa a coherent and 
practical strategy, there is no ending to the co nfl atio n that 
exists among their ranks till now and there win be no end to 
Israeli intransigence. And given the aftereffects of the Gulf 
crisis, the chances of the Arab states forging a common 
strategy that is real and more than one inch deep looks bleak 
at this stage of the game. AJI this spells doom and gloom as 
Car as the peace process is concerned and ft is high time that 
the Arabs realise the bitter truth and commence search for 
valid and meaningful alternatives. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 RA*I daily Tuesday discussed die National Charter endorsed 
by the representatives of the Jordanian people on Sunday and said 
that it came to complete a democratic process began in 1969. The 
Novem ber general elections of 1969 were a step in the right 
direction of democracy, but it remained incomplete wi tho ut the 
Charter which opened the way for political parties and political 
pluralism to function in the country, said foe daOy. By voting in 
favour of the National Charter, said the paper, the 2000 
prominent personalities who represent all sectors of the Jordanian 
public have thus blessed the democratic process and vowed to do 
anything in their power to protect it. The daily noted that the 
National Charter was a reflection of the Jordanian people's 
political awareness, and can by all means serve the Jor danian 
family at present and in the future because it provides for 
political, social and economic developme nt in a free atmosphere. 
The paper recalled King Hussein's words in addressing the 
National Congress in which be reminded the audience that no 
single party can monopolise the government nor can it claim to be 
the only wise group that should impose its views on the others. 


A columnist in Ssrwt Al Sfaaab daily criticises die confusion in the 
political and resistance activities conducted by the general 
command of the Palestinian intifada in die Israeli-held Arab 
territories and demands that the various factions should pool their 
resources if they wish to achieve their aspirations. Tahir Udwan 
refers to the ongoing killings of individuals and the open 
between Hamas and its opponents and says that sudi develop- 
ment can only be detrimental to the Palestinian resistance 
movement and can only serve the Israeli interests. The writer 
notes that the intifada has been drawing its str en gth so ter from a 
wide base represented in die Palestinian masses, bat now the 
momentum is dedming largely doe to the di fferences among the 
various factions and groups, and the ongoing kfllmg i of Palesti- 
nians committed by opponents. The general command of die 
intifada has dearly foiled so for to put an end to the internal 
conflicts, and proved unable to stop the hUmp ; and therefore the 
time has come for these factions to «iH a truce and meet to solve 
these problems, the writer adds. He says should it be impossible 
to arrange for such an important gathering inside, the occupied 
lands, a parley can be convened outside Palestine where all issues 
can be discussed freely so that efforts nan be pooled to war ds 
attaining the common aspiration* 


Economic Forum 


By Dr- AbdriJak 


What is wrong with the budget 



SEEING the constant fever that seemingly grips everybody 
around regarding the budget deficit. I always wanted to ask what 
was wrong with it. What is so wrong with this deficit that it is 
being treated as the ultimate evil and the cardinal economic vice?! 
I think this is neither right nor fair. 


Once upon a time, and following the Keynesian traditions, a 
fiscal deficit was sometimes, or even most of the time, treated as a 
productive unbalance. A deficit entails spending which means 
buying more goods and services and thus invigorating effective 
demand. This means more production and thereby more output 
(or income), more capital formation (investment), more job 
opportunities, etc. Obviously this is virtuous circle. 

The story is different nowadays in Jordan. It is conceived that 
die budget deficit entails more borrowing by the treasury to 
finance higher levels of spending. This leads to higher levels of 
external indebtedness, more imports, depleting Jordan's foreign 
exchange reserves, pressure on the Jordanian dinar, inability to 
service external debt and to economic chaos. 


been apparently possible to cut public spending as much as 
necessary to dose the budget gap and~bec an sc tax revenues have 
become unincreasable any more, the way to suppress the 
re maining budget gap is to lift subsidies on food and fuel prices. 
Because it cannot be blatant enough to demand the outright 
adoption of measures which result into higher costs of hying mid 
may trigger social onrest, the IMF is opting for insisting on 
eliminating the budget deficit which naturally means lifting these 
subsidies. So apart from this very special and odd case, what is 
really wrong with a budget defidt? 


If the budget deficit is $100 mOlkm, the dosing of tins deficit 
means abolishing $100 million worth of spending all over the 
economy. This is virtuous only to the extent that this spending is 
made to buy foreign goods ami services (i-e. to finance imports). 
But it will be counterproductive if it is used to shift resources away 
from buying domestically produced goods and services. In which 
case reducing the budget deficit becomes a means to czzt national 
income. 


If the existence of a ^200 or $300 nrijfion 
matters as much as we are asked to behevc, anart me 

df sudi a defidt is very ,cnicfeI f ‘b<*ansepuiHic^Jeo <6 og^^ato ■ 

uaot rational enough or even devious, there *s a . 

redressing this problem. Instead of imposing more: 

aheady overtaxed economy or raising the prices pi - gsenfid ^ 

■foodstuffs, the macro economic paBqy cmi. 

private sarongs- Increasing • 

rationalising $100 million worth of spending \as »ym gs^foito ce . 

investment gEpwW ii t nf e s , by definition) 

deficit. _ . ; . ■ 1 

Our conduaons.are (a) that the budget deficit is ii*t vkSu»a by . 
nature, (b) what matters is the -content of t^e^putiffe sperwing^ 
financed from pubiic borrowiong and (c^ ^tbere is a&lngidrtazi; 
difference between massive arid small deficits. Mast; if 
die countries of the world carry such deficits, and 
periods. A great many of them have- cbeoBdc one^-AJ^m^cr. 

- - -■* t.— W-rf oit i fta that antwt mC ~ 


Let us start by saying ttaat the case of budget deficit iu Jordan, 
the related bearings, the jury and eventually the verdict are 
particular to Jordan and hardly good for generalisation. The case is 
being heard in the context of our relationship with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF). The priority goal here is ultimately 
to enhance Jordan’s capacity to repay oar international debt. In 
the process, the IMF tries to hit another target which is promoting 
the case for a more open market economy in Jordan. As it has not 


Closing the budget deficit may be sometimes detrimental if it is 
financed from extra tax revenues. Normally, the marginal 
propensity to consume of the public sector (which receives the 
extra tax revenues) is higher than that of the private sector (which 
pays them), with the inevitable result that the transfer of foods 
from the pockets of the private sector to those of the treasury via 
taxes means boosting con sump tion expenditures at the expense of 
investment. 


budget deficits in less developed coontncs. Airf in:^:anc5, ^flver 
question of the budget deficit in Jordan is a spet^easeanJ^rm . 
t herefore a good context in which to undepaand ^y apprairethe 
mnltirfimepaops of budget deficit pohciesryau may haq’ea 
virtuous budget deficit tit one country fo.at a ^ a . 

vicious one at a differ en t time dr in another country." ^e ; depot, 
however, mean to defend budg et deficits burro say idra^ in 
Jordan, this issne was overblown and abused. ■ : y ^ v. 


U.S. army legally responsible for Kuwaiti atrocities 


The following is the text of a memorandum addressed to all 
United States military personnel in Kuwait by Professor Francis 
A. Boyle on their international legal responsibilities as bellige- 
rent occupants in Kuwait. Boyle is a professor of international law 
at University of Illinois. 


IT HAS COME genera! public 
attention in the United States 
that authorities of the Kuwaiti 
government are routinely com- 
mitting grievous violations of in- 
ternational humanitarian law 
against civilians in Kuwait, 
whether currently being detained 
for trial or otherwise. The pur- 
pose of this memorandum is to 
briefly describe your legal re- 
sponsibilities under international 
law as members of the United 
Stares Armed Forces ths: are 
currently occnpying Kuwait. 
Under die Four Geneva Conven- 
tions of 1949 and Department of 
tiie Army Field Manual FM27-10. 
The Law of Land Warfare (1956), 
the United States Army is dearly 
the “belligerent occupant” of 
Kuwait that is charged with main- 
taining law and order in Kuwait 
as well as ensuring scrupulous re- 
spect for international humanita- 
rian law not only by United States 
military occupation forces but 
also by officials and agents of the 
government of Kuwait. 


ter, in its treatment of any civi- 
lians currently in Kuwait for any 
reason. In addition to the “Fun- 
damental guarantees” of interna- 
tional humanitarian law found in 
paragraphs 1. 2, and 3 of Article 
75 the United States government 
and U.S. military occupation 
forces in Kuwait must insist that 
the government of Kuwait — at a 
minimum — afford all the protec- 
tions of due process of law and a 
fair trial required by paragraphs 
4, 5, 6, and 7 thereof. These are 
the basic minimum requirements 
of treaty law and international 
humanitarian law that apply to 
the Kuwaiti government in its 
conduct of any detentions or 
trials related to the Persian Gulf 


Historically, the United States 
government has played the lead- 
ing role in the negotiation, con- 
clusion, ratification, implementa- 


tion, and protection of the Gene- 
va Conventions and Protocols, as 
well as of international humanita- 
rian law in general. America most 
not now shirk its clearly estab- 
lished international legal duty “to 
ensure respect” for the Geneva 
Conventions and Protocol One 
by Kuwait. For United States 
military occupation forces to look 
the other way while Kuwait 
violates Geneva Protocol One 
would make a mockery of the 
many sacrifices made by U.S. 
soldiers who fought and died to 
liberate Kuwait from its illegal 
occupation by Iraq. Thus, while 
requiring Iraq to make repara- 
tions for its gross violations of 
international humanitarian law in 
Kuwait, the United States gov- 
ernment and U.S. military 
occupation forces most make ev- 
ery effort to ensure that Kuwait 
respects international humanita- 
rian law as well. There must be 
no double-standards when it com- 
es to America’s enforcement of 
international humanitarian law. 

Consequently, in order, to 
guarantee that there are no such 
double-standards in operation 


here, this memorandum hereby 
informs all United States military 
personnel in Kuwait that you 
could be held personally re- 
sponsible as a matter of criminal 
law for all violations of interna- 
tional humanitarian law that are 
being committed by the Kuwait 
government, its officials, or 
agents, against civilians in 
Kuwait. Your responsibility in 
this matter is made crystal dear 
by paragraph 501 of Department 
of the Army Field Manual FM27- 
10 (1956): 

501. Responsibility for Acts of 
Subordinates in some cases, milit- 
ary commanders may be re- 
sponsible for war crimes commit- 
ted by subordinate members of 
the armed forces, or other per- 
sons subject to their control.... 
The commander is also responsi- 
ble if be has actual knowledge, or 
should have knowledge, through 
reports received by him or 
through other means, that troops 
or other .persons subject to his 
control are about to commit or 
have committed a war crime and 
be fails to take the necessary and 
'‘ 'reasonable steps to insure com- 


pliance with the law of war or to 
punish violators thereof, (Emph- 
asis added). 

Since the United States Army 
is obviously the belligerent occu- 
pant of Kuwait, the officials ’and 
agents of the Kuwaiti government 
are subject to the “control” of 
United States military occupation 
forces. 

Hence, in the event that you 
fail or refuse to discharge your 
legal responsibilities to prevent 
violations of international huma- 
nitarian law by the Kuwaiti gov- 
ernment, then you yourself can 
be prosecuted for a criminal 
violation of the Uniform Code of 
Military Justice, or die Fourth 
Geneva Convention of 1949 (the 
so-called Civilian Convention), 
or the customary international 
law of belligerent occupation. 
This means that you can be prose- 
cuted in a United States military 
court-martial proceedings in a 
United States Federal District 
Court; or in the military or civi- 
lian courts of the 165 states that 
are parties to the Fourth Geneva 
Conventions of 1949. Moreover, 
I must also point out that it Is a. 


• In this regard, both the United 
States and Kuwait are parties to 
the Four Geneva Conventions of 
1949. Furthermore. Kuwait is a 
party to Additional Protocol One 
thereto of 1977. Although the 
United States government has 
signed but not ratified. Geneva 
Protocol One, President Reagan 
stated that the United States gov- 
ernment would consider itself to 
be bound by die humanitarian 
provisions of Geneva Protocol 
One as a matter of customary 
international law. These huma- 
nitarian provisions would clearly 
include the “Fundamental 
guarantees'’ found in Article 75 
of Geneva Protocol One. Under 
common article 1 to the Four 
Geneva Conventions of 1949, 
both the United States and 
Kuwait are under an absolute 
obligation “to respect and to en- 
sure respect” for these- humanita- 
rian provisions of Geneva Pro- 
tocol One “in all circumstances.” 


ME'Nj \m dad 
that one* out! 


pesgggy 





Therefore, as a matter of both 
treaty law, international huma- 
nitarian law, and U.S. miEtaiy 
law, all United States military 
personnel in Kuwait must act now 
to ensure that the government of 
Kuwait respects and observes all 
fo these “Fundamental guaran- 
tees” found in Geneva Protocol 
One in its treatment of those 
individuals who are currently 
being detained pending prosecu- 
tion by Kuwait, or for that mat- 
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basic principle of pnbHc interna- 
tional law that there is no. such' 
thing as a “statuteaf limrtatioit” • ’ 
for the comnussiaa oEwmaames. '■% 
In other words, ybu conki be 
subjected to criminal prosecution 
- for your m fafeas an ce «r nppfea- 
sanremKin^^anystatethat 
obtains control over- you for the ' 
rest of your fife.- 

Therefore, I hereby instruct aB 
■ United States military personnel . 
in Kuwait to act immediately and 
effectively in order to ensure that 
all agents and officials of the 
Kuwaiti gove rnme nt scrupulously 
adhere to the terms of the Gene- 
va Protocol One, and in particu- 
lar. the “Fundamental guaran- V, 
tees” found in Article 75 thereof. 
This memorandum shah serve as 
formal legal notice to all U.S. 
military personnel in Kuwait of 
their legal r esponsibilities to se- 
em Kuwait’s strict adherence to 
international humanitarian law. 
This memorandum shall also in- 
form afl UJS. military personnel 
_ip^uwait^reinltheUmted States 
are monitoring jail violations of 
international: rhronauttarian law 
j thgl might be conrafitted or con- . 
denied by U.S. military personnel 
in Kuwait for the purpose of 4 
initiating war crimes prosecutions 
against them. 

I certainly hope that it will not 
be necessary for us to prosecute 
any; U.S. rmbtaiy personnel cur- 
rently in Kuwait or elsewhere for 
compKaty in violations of inter- 
national humanitarian law by 
agmtis or officials of the Kuwaiti 
gove rn ment. Indeed, it is the 
purpose of this memorandum (1) 
to inform all United States milit- 
ary personnel i of their response 
‘biUtxes under international law to > 
prevent these violations from 
happening; (2) to terminate all 
violations of international huma- 
nitarian law by Kuwaiti govern- 
ment officials or agents im- 
mediately and therefore (3) to 
make h unnecessary for us to 
initiate war crimes prosecutions 
against any U.S. milrtary person- 
nel in Kuwait or elsewhere for 
such reasons. Notwithstanding 
this, please be advised that if 
United States nrilitaiy personnel 
in Kuwait do not put an immedir 
ate end to all violations of into'- \ 
national humanitarian law byr> 
officials and agents of the Kuwaiti 
government, then the appropri- 
ate U.S. military personnel — 
especially officers with com mand 
authority — will run a serious risk 
of criminal prosecution and con- 
viction when they return to. the 
Continental United States. Once 
a g ai n , it is my sincere hope and 
expectation that such prosecu- 
tions of-U.S. military personnel 

for misfeasance or nonfeasance in 

Kuwait will not be necessary. 


Press war erupts on east German streets 


By Paid Taylor 

Reuter 


BERLIN — The streets on which 
the cold war was fought are now 
the backdrop for a new conflict in 
which bare breasts and screaming 
headlines are the main weapons. 

The western media industry's 
titans are locked in a vicious and 
costly battle fin* the readership of 
16 million east Germans, raised 
on a stodgy diet of communist 
newspapers high on ideology but 
low on news and entertainment. 

"How low can yon go?” seems 
to be the challenge in the fight for 
down-market readership, pitting 
Germany’s own Axel Springer 
empire against the barons of the 
Anglo-Saxon tabloid press — 
Robert Maxwell and Rupert 
Murdoch — and their German 
allies. 

Each has invested tens of mil- 
lions of marks (dollars) in what 


the Germans call the “battle of 
the boulevard newspapers.” 
Springer’s militantly anti- 
communist Bild, Europe’s biggest 
selling newspaper with a circula- 
tion of nearly five million, was 
first to burst into east Germany in 
1989 after the Berlin Wall 
opened. 


Even before the wall fell, Bild 
scooped other papers by accur- 
ately forecasting the downfall of 
east German Communist Party 
leader Erich Honecker. 


With nationalistic headlines 
tike “Hurrah for Germany,” the 
occasional political scoop and the 
usual mix of topless models and 
larger-than-life drama of the rich 
and famous, the Hamburg-based 
daily was soon selling one million 
copies in the east. 

Bat that figure has fallen by 
half since German unification last 
year as cheaper and still brasher 


rivals have entered the market, 
tailoring tbeir product to the east 
Goman audience. 

The latest and raunchiest chal- 
lenger is the sex-and-scandal tab- 
loid Super, owned jointly by 
Murdoch and German publisher 
Hubert Baida, which fe a tures a 
full-colour topless model on ev- 
ery front cover. 

Cashing in on the resentment 
of Ossa (east Germans) who feel 
downtrodden by arrogant Wcssis 
(west Germans), the paper says it 
has established a circulation of 
half a million within a month. 
Rivals cast doubt on the figure. 

Super couples series on fallen 
communist rulers and on “secret 
places of tost” in east Germany 
with indignant stories about Ossxs 
.humiliated, cheated or fired by 
west Germans. 

Its weather map did not even 
show west Germany for die first 
month of publication. 


Critics say the paper has set 
new records in tastelessness. The 
intellectual weekly Die Zeit ac- 
cused it of “boosting circulation 
with base emotions.” 


But far from being written by 
angry east Germans, Super is in 
fact produced by west Germans. 

“Sixty western journalists dis- 
guised as Ossis articulate aggres- 
sion against the west which they 
think their east German readers 
want to see articulated,” said 
Sueddeutsche Zefinng. Bikl re-, 
printed the comment with glee. 

With almost one in three east 
Germans unemployed or on 
state-funded short-time work 

schemes following the collapse of 
the co mmunis t economy, the 
press is one of the few growth 
industries in the blighted region. 

Fifteen daily newspapers are- 
now produced in Berlin alone. 

The new tabloids have un- 


leashed a potentially suicidal 
price war. Super and die less 
sensationalist Berliner Knrier, 
launched by Maxwell and Ger- 
man publishers Gruner and Jahr 
with a circulation of 200,000, cost 
a mere 30 pfennigs (18 cents) — 
half the price of Bild. 

Both feature “anger-phones” 
which readers can dial to let off 
steam at anything from the in- 
dignity of working for west Ger- 
mans to the stale cheese on sale at 
the local supermarket. 

A sample of reader outrage 
from Super; “I work in west 
Beriin. Because I come from the 
east, my colleague treats me like 
(£rt This isn’t how I imagined 
German unity.” 

Most east Germans, perhaps 
dinging to what is left of tbeir old 
identity, still read the same news- 
papers they read before the 1989 
democratic revolution. 

While the former Communist 


Party daily Nones Deutschland 
has slumped from 1.2 miTB ot 
sales to a mere 140,000 today, tin 
15 regional party papers havi 
maintained a large circulation. 

All have gone into par tn e m hij 
with western publishing bo Uses 
which have invested heavOy-h 
new technology and provide* 
m a n a g ement and editing eapet 
tise. But most still have thc famil 
iar old look. 

Some western publisher 
already have the green light fioo 
the government’s Treuhand pri 
v at isanon agency to buy thei 
eastern partners. 


Least successful in the east 
have been west Germany's anafi- 
ty dailies and -its established, 
magazines. Few have managed tp 
sell more than a handful of - 
copies, apparently because 
are too remote from east: 
man's concerns. 
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Amnesty urges halt to trials 
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(Continued from page 11 

Ahmed Hamood A1 Jaber AJ 
Sabah said in the June 3 edition 
of Sawt AI Kuwait chat several 
senior police officers had offered 
to resign and their offers were 
being reviewed “case by case." 

The crown prince, in what 
appeared to be a veiled reference 
to police brutality, told the news- 
paper; “I cannot say there is a 
def ect in the security apparatus in 
Kuwait. 

“What has happened is a new 
outlook and approach and a 
choice was offered to senior 
heads in the ministry of the in- 
terior to choose between staying 
on or retiring.” he said. 

Up to eight policemen are 
under investigation following 
.allegations of torture, the acting 
prosecutor-general said at the 
weekend. 

The White House has express- 
ed concern about violence in 
post-war Kuwait and has told the 
government that its support de- 
pends on respect for human 
rights. 

Human rights groups say the 
revenge killings that followed li- 


beration have stopped but deten- 
tion and torture continue at an 
alarming level. Many Palestinians 
have fled to Jordan. 

The crown prince spoke bitter- 
ly about Kuwait's relations with 
Jordan. 

“There is no contact between 
die officials in Kuwait and Jordan 
and it is difficult for any Kuwaiti 
citizen to forget what happened 
as a result of the Iraqi invasion. 

“The wound is still bleeding 
and every citizen feels the pain.” 

Kuwait resumes ofl prodndian 

In another development. 
Kuwait has resumed oil produc- 
tion for the first time since its 
oilwells were set ablaze and its 
industry devastated by the Gulf 
war. a senior official said on 
Tuesday. 

"We have begun pumping oil 
at a raze of 25.000 barrels per day 
(bpd) — the erode is being 
stored,” said the Kuwait Pet- 
roleum Corporation (KPC) offi- 
cial contacted by telephone. 

He did not say exactly when 
production bad resumed or which 
oilfields were pumping crude. 


Israel settles immigrants in occupied lands 


(Continued from page 1; 

Israeli publishing house a ccu se d 
the government of a “massive 
take-over of Arab land” inside 
Israel intended to expand Jewish 
Israeli towns at the expense of 
Arab citizens of Israel. 

The Hanitzoz-Sharara Pub- 
lishers told a news conference 
that the interior ministry confis- 
cated 7,330 dtmtms from Arab 
town of Umm Al Fahm in Febru- 
ary for construction and expan- 
sion of Jewish areas. 

Rom Ben Efrat, an Israeli 
member of the firm which is 
publishing a new report on the 
issue, maintained that the land 
confiscations were specifically 
aimed at limiting growth of Arab 


towns. 

“We're not talking about con- 
fiscation of land in order just to 
settle Jewish immigrants," she 
said. “We think the government 
is using Jewish immigrants to 
specifically confiscate Arab land 
in order to strangle Arab exist- 
ence.” 

Asaf Adiv, another official of 
tiie firm, said the main awn of the 
increased Jewish settlement is “to 
drive wedges between Arab vil- 
lages ... to prevent the formation 
of any Arab metropolitan area.” 

“Why is it necessary to build 
new Jewish towns precisely in the 
middle of areas winch have been 
densely populated by Arabs for 
hundreds of years?" asked Adiv. 


Israeli 

minister 

(Continued from page 1) 

The continued existence of 
Jewish settlements on the Golan, 
which now house about 12,000 
Israelis, would not mean Israeli 
sovereignty, Deri said. 

“What sovereignty this region 
will be under, who will control it 
and who won't rule over it, that is 
a subject for negotiations," Deri 
said. 

His proposal contrasts with an 
announcement last month by 
Housing Minister Ariel Sharon 
that he intends to double the 
Jewish population of the Golan to 
make it more difficult to return 
to Syria. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
has repeatedly assured Jewish re- 
sidents that Israel will not ex- 
change the sparsely-populated 
area for peace with its Arab 
neighbour. 

Even in the opposition Labour 
Party, former defence Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin maintains Israel 
must bold the plateau for protec- 
tion against Syria. 

A withdrawal could be compli- 
cated by J981 legislation intro- 
duced by a far-right party that 
extended Israeli law to the re- 
gion. 

The move, widely seen as 
annexation, was condemned by 
other countries, including the 
United States. 

However, deputy Foreign 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
told army radio Israel’s policy on 
the Golan hights was unchanged. 

“The prime minister himself 
expressed pointedly our position 
on the Golan hights and it has not 
changed," be raid. 

He said it was important for 
Israel to retain control of the 
plateau to keep the Syrian army 
at a distance from Israel's popula- 
tion centres. 


Saudi women drove home a point 


No hostages, no aid 


(ContiDBcd from page 1) 


“There will not be the confi- 
dence m European people to 
come back, or the Americans, or 
even your own expatriates," 
Hogg said. "So it’s very impor- 
tant for the interest of Lebanon 
and the people of Lebanon that 
titis problem be solved . :** 

' v Hogg sard be and Hrawitfiscus- 
sed the release of aQ tfiffiusBmg 
westerners, particularly the four 
Britons. 

The Lebanese president “made 
it plain that, in his view, it was 
important for the wider interest 
of Lebanon ... that there should 
be a solution to tins problem," 
Hogg said. 

Hpgg was asked, following the 
meetings, whether there was any 
reason for optimism that the hos- 
tages might be released soon. 

' “Tm confident from what I’ve 
been told, and from what people 
have said to me, that there’s a 
general and genuine recongnition 
... that a line must be drawn 
under this matter and that all 


hostages must be released with aD 
possible speed," he said. 

The 13 westerners missing in 
Lebanon and believed held by 
pro-Iranian extremists include six 
Americans, four Britons, two 
Ge rmans and an Italian. 

On Monday, Hogg met with 
Lebanon's highest-ranking Shiite 
deric. Sheikh Mohammad Mefadi 
ShamsaUhnc. 

“We both found the discus- 
sions extremely useful,” Hogg 
said without elaboration. 

In London, Israel's ambassa- 
dor to Britain said Tuesday bis 
country is prepared to excha ng e 
its Arab prisoners for the western 
hostages and Israeli prisoners 
held in Lebanon. 

Ambassador Yoav Biran told 
British Broadcasting Corp. televi- 
sion that Israel is ready to enter 
negotiations to make the swap. 

“We are ready and willing. We 
have made dear in the past that 
there is no end to our determina- 
tion and readiness to release oar 
people,” Biran said. “Some years 
ago we released more than 1,000 
prisoners and terrorists for the 
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release of a few Israelis. So I 
believe in this respect you will 
find us very cooperative.” 

Biran told the BBC, Israel 
would be willing to exchange a 
number of Palestinian and Arab 
prisoners, indndmg Sbekh Abdul 
Karim Obeid, for the seven 
Israelis missing in action in Leba- 
non and the 13 western hostages. 

Obeid, x spiritual leader of 
Hizbollah, was kidnapped by 
Israeli paratroopers from his 
home village of Jib&heet in south. 
Lebanon in July 1989. 

“One would hope that the first 
measure, the first step, to provide 
a successful release of all con- 
cerned, the Iranians and the Hiz- 
bollah will allow the Red Cross to 

visit your hostages and our pris- 
oners," Biran said. 

Meanwhile dozens of acres of 
wheat and olive trees were set 
ablaze on Monday by phosphor- 
ous shells fired from an Israeli- 
controlled area of south Leba- 
non, security sources and witnes- 
ses said. 

They said Israeli gunners and 
their Lebanese militia allies fired 
IS rounds into the fields near the 
town of Rashaya, 12 kflometres 
north of Israel’s border security 
zone. 

Lebanese security sources said 

they knew of no reason for the 
attack. 

Some shells also landed near 
the villages of Kfar and Mimess 
inside the buffer strip which 
Israel set op in 198S along its 
border with Lebanon, they 
added. 


By Ellen Goodman 

BOSTON — When 47 Saudi 
women staged a “drive-in” last 
fall, wheeling their luxury cars 
around Riyadh for half an hour 
before the police stopped them, I 
had the same mixed reaction as 
many other Americans. 

On the one hand, I groaned at 
America's allegiance to a country 
that would not let women drive, 
let alone vote. On the other 
hand, 1 had a hard time joining a 
fight for the right of rich women 
to drive their own Mercedes. 

As a second-generation Amer- 
ican woman driver, f had not 
thought of driving as freedom 
since I was first licensed to take 
to the road. For most of my 
adulthood, the car has been a tool 
to get where I have to go with the 
people and things ! have to take 
there. 

American men. we are con- 
tinually told, have a love affair 
with the automobile. But most 
American women are looking for 
a commitment. I just wanted a 
car that would be there the morn- 
ing after to help take the kids to 
school. 

Now, months later, reports fil- 
ter back that these Saudi women 
are still being punished for their 
brief time behind the wheel . They 
and their movement have been 
“chauffeured" underground by 
the religious police. 

Against this background comes 
Virginia ScharfTs new book. 
"Taking the Wheel," as a lively 
reminder that even in America, 

} automobility was once seen as a 
driving force for social change. 

; And not everybody was keen on 
I the idea. 

1 Her book is one of those rare 
and delightful touring vehicles 
through history. It starts almost a 
century ago, when the auto- 
mobile was built by and, most 
decidedly, for men. In America, 
too, the first woman who wanted 
to drive were the wealthy. In 
America, too, women started 
driving before they started vot- 
ing. 

In the early 1900s, when cars 
were still cranked up for action, 
there was a heated debate about 
whether women should or could 
drive. The argument reeked more 
than faintly of the odorous con- 
troversy raging then around 
women's rights. 

Women as a whole, argued one 
trditional man. “are utterly un- 


fitted to pilot ships, command 
armies or operate auto- 
mobiles .through no fault of their 
own. They were born that way." 

Taking to the open road was, in 
turn, a strike for female inde- 
pendence. even rebellion. Ms. 
Scharff, a University of New 
Mexico historian, writes: “Climb- 
ing into an automobile, a woman 
rejected the cloister, certainly 
and potentially also the female 
sphere of hearth and home.” Or 
purdah and veil. 

During Teddy Roosevelt's 
years in the White House, his 
impetuous daughter Alice drove 
alone from Newport to Washing- 
ton reaching speeds of 25 miles 
per hour. This created the son of 
national uproar that led her 
father to admit that be could rule 
Alice or the country but not both. 

Even Henry Ford, who put 
men squarely in charge of family 
life and family cars, inevitably 
contributed to this change. A 
sales brochure of World War 1 
vintage, geared to Ford's female 
customers, laid it out succinctly:: 
“No longer a shut-in. the woman 
reaches for an ever wider sphere 
of action... And in this happy 
change, the automobile is playing 
no small part... It is a real 
weapon in the changing order.” 

"The prospect of unleashing 
women on the American land- 
scape." Ms. Scharff concludes, 
“deeply disturbed many obser- 
vers who worried that mobile 
women would be beyond control, 
socially, spatially, sexually." De- 
cades later, half a world away, a 
Saudi teacher echoes the fear of 
sexual freedom when asked why 
driving so threatened the Muslim 
establishment. He answers obli- 
quely that “driving could lead to 
temptations that would hurt the 
sanctity of women." 

Americans, men and women, 
may feel more imprisoned in their 
cars than freed by them. We 
spend as much time commuting 
to work as our Russian counter- 
parts spend lining up for food. A 
suburban mother does not regard 
her station wagon as a room of 
her own. It's the mobile office she 
takes on her rounds. 

Americans are more conscious, 
too. of the damage the car has 
done. The car is to the environ- 
ment what the cigarette is to the 
body. Gasoline-powered libera- 
tion sounds a bit tike a Virginia 
Slims ad. You’ve come a long 
way, baby? 


West opposes easing sanctions 


(Continued from page 1) 

B agh dad's troops were moving 
against civilians in the south who 
took refuge in marsh areas. 

He said Britain hoped an ex- 
pansion of U.N. activities in 
southern Iraq and particularly a 
humanitarian centre in Basra 
would throw more light on the 
situation there. 

In addition he said that Iraq's 
list of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion was “only partial” and not as 
complete as required by council 
Resolution 687 of April 3. 

Consequently, he said, the 
British government felt there was 
no “justification for any reduc- 
tion or lifting of the prohibitions 
which we are reviewing." 

The review was conducted at 
informal consultations of the 
council with the views of each 
member to be relayed to Iraqi 
officials by this month's council 
president, Jean-Jacques Bechio. 
the Ivory Coast’s ambassador. 


In related action on Tuesday: 

— Iran asked the secretary 
general and the Security Council 
to take immediate action so Iraqi 
does not launch a general offen- 
sive against Shiites hiding in mar- 
shes in the south of the country. 
In a letter to Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar, Ir anian 
Ambassador Kamal Kharrazi said 
there was ‘‘credible evidence” 
Iraq’s army was preparing for 
“general mopping up” operation 
in the south of Iraq. 

— Iraq rejected a proposed 
Security Council resolution call- 
ing on it to pay all the United 
Nations' costs of destroying its 
weapons of mass destruction and 
suggested Iraq itslef should des- 
troy them under U.N. supervi- 
sion. No figure has yet been 
established for the cost of des- 
troying Iraq’s chemical, biologic- 
al, nuclear and ballistic capabil- 
ity. But estimates have run into 
the hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars, particularly for chemical 
weapons. 



But the bulletins from the the car. Women are still trying to 
Mideast and the past are echoes take themselves where they want 
of the real and symbolic role of to go. In Saudi Arabia, when men 


are in the driver's seat it isn’t just 
a figure of speech. — The Boston 
Globe. 
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SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF J 

— 

Lendl beats Cash at Beckenham 

. . . . 1 1 

BECKENHAM, England (R) — Ivan Lendl overcame initial k 
problems with his serve to defeat Pat Cash 3-6 7-6 7-6 a nd wi n the 1 I 
Beckenham grass court title Sunday. Lendl recovered from j i set I 
and a break down to take the match in two bo^ 27 nnnutes ana i 

exact some revenge for his defeat in the 1987 Wi™Mea<>P final, 1 j 
flie last time the two met on grass. Lendl struggled with * 

from the outset in blustery conditions and looked he “ de r . I 1 
defeat when Cash led 3-2 in the second set. ^ ^ Czechosl^c i 
. broke back and took the tie-break 7-3. Lendl ted 4-2 m the find h 

■ set but Cash hit back to force another tie-break wtacfa 1 

■ 7-4. “The conditioDS were very difficult. The wind made thm^ 

awkward and yon never knew how the bafl wm going to b^oe, 

Lendl said after the match . He refused to be drawn on his chances 
at Wimbledon later this month, a ^uraamCTt he has never wot. 

“It*s something I would like to win but my life does not depend on 

! it,” be said. I I 

Pole vault record broken 

MOSCOW (AP) — Soviet pole vauiter Sergte Buhk^ broke to 
own outdoor world record Sunday, clearing 6.08 new« i&c 
International Amateur Athletic Federation 
SraHebroke the record of 6.07 metres, established la st worth 

^iro^Japan- It was the 26th time he has srt ^Idre^l 

in his career Bubka also bolds the indoor record of6.12 metres, I 
S^^abfched in March in Grenoble. France. Comp*Wm 
Locomotiv stadium before about 7,000 people, Bubka I 

fcdearedhd^teof5.70 metres and 5.85 meffes, bofooj 
attempts^After clearing 6.08 metres, Bubka decided not to 
continue the competition. I 

Arthur Jorge joins Paris St. Germain 

PARIS (R1 Portuguese trainer Arthur Jorge will join Paris St. 

Paris the great soccer dub it has been seeking for yeara-j or 81^ 
replLe Ifeto Michel, the dub arid in a 

did not say how long his contra* would run. ^ 45-yem^ 
Portuguese, who ted Porto to European v ' ct ^ 1 “ 1 ^ 
traCSd another Paris dub, Matra Racing, from 1987 to 1989 

before returning to Porto. 

Tennis women’s demand rejected 

PARIS f AP) — French Open officials might grant equal prizes to 
^^ ) cha^^. brt wfll not boost the overaU women s ! 
™'SKl53 , 5tte men's, the head of the Fr^Tenms 
Federation said Monday. Monica Seles who roccessMy 
fended her French Open title Saturday, has led a ^ampmgiby 
members of the Women’s Tennis Assoaation demanding panty m 
the prize money at the Fren^Open and. 
meats. Philippe Chatner, presdent of both teFm* 
intemationdTemiis Federations, said the demand was 
able because the early rounds of the women s smgtes i 
dominated by lopsided victories of top seeds over 
lesser players. “With the women, the tournament only m 

the second week,” Chatner said at the annual post-toornament 
I mws conference. However, Chatner said offiaab wtmW com** 
raising the prize foT the women’s champion to .goal dwpr^for . 
the men’s winner, without altering the ratio which sets the overall 
women’s purse at 80 per cent of the ^ 

earned her $378,500 while Jim Courier received $451,660 for 
defeating Andre Agassi in the men’s finals Sunday. 

Reynolds says he’ll be in Barcelona | 

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) Sprinter Butch Reynolds says he’s 
confident he will compete in the 1992 Olympics in Barcelona, 
Spain, now that to suspension over allegations of steroid use has 
been temporarily lifted. Reynolds and to attorney, GregLashut" 
ka, announced Monday the decision by ai ^. trat ® r .S l< *f ld t r: 
Gombart. The association declared Reynolds eligible for the 
U S track and field championships in New York beginning 
Wednesday. The decision does not apply to other events that 
Reynolds wants to enter, including the 1992 Olympics. 

Lashutka said he was confident the ruling will boM op thro^tt 

further proceedings before the Athletics Congress of the U5»A 

Inc. (TAC) and the International Amateur Athletic Assoaation 

(TAAF). “I will be in Barcelona in 1992 to represent theUwtea 

Stales in the Olympics” ReynoWssaitL 

suspended from all international track and field compcttam i for 

twoyeais, from Aug. 12, 1990, by TAC. He h^test^ po^re 

for steroids in an event in Monacoon 

Reynolds has denied nsmg steroids and said the charges resulted 

from a mix-up in testing procedures. 

Computer wizard trying to save Tottenham 

LONDON (R) — British computer imffionaire Alan Sugar » 
engaged in talks to save debt-ridden F.A. Cup hoWOTTot- 
tenham. Sunday newspaper said the chairman <* foe Amstrad 
computer firm was expected to make a joint bid with team 
manager Teny Venables for a controOing interest in the North 
London dub. “I can confirm that discussions are taking place. 
Smear's spokesman, Nick Hewer, said. “But I cannot give you 
details at this stage.” Dealing in Tottenham’s shares on foe 
London Stock Exchange has been su^emW once last October 
with the dub r ep o r t e dly some £18 million ($30 million) m debt. 
Tottenham had hoped to ease the debt burden by selling England 
midfielder Paul Gascoigne to Italian dub Lazio for a world record 
£8.5 million ($14 million). But Gascoigne badly damaged knee 
ligaments in last month’s F.A. Cup final and Lazio are now trying 
to negotiate a lower price with a money-back guarantee should 
the player fafl to recover full fitness. 
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Brazil makes 
changes for 
S. America Cup 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Brazilian National Soccer coach 
Paulo Roberto Falcao Monday 
dropped almost all his country s 
World Cup players when he 
named his squad for foe South 
American Championship, to be 
held in Chile in July. . 

Only six of those who played m 
last year’s World Cup were in- 
cluded for Brazil's first official 
competition under Falcao. 

The absentees indude Napoli 
forward Careca, PSV Eindhoven 
striker Romano, midfielders 
Silas, Alemao and Dunga and 
defenders Aldair, Mazer and 
World Cup captain Ricardo 
Gomes. 

Falcao has left foe same players 
out of recent friendlies because of 
problems getting them released , 
by their European clubs. 

Falcao said Romario had told 
him he was too tired to play. 

“He was honest to tell us. He 
must have felt he was unable to 
give everfoing we would expect of 
him,” the coach said. 

He added Careca had been left 
out because of recent injury trou- 
bles. 

“Careca has had various in- 
juries during foe year. Because of 
foe difficulties he has had, it 
could have been detrimental to 
his ima ge in world soccer to call 
him up.” 

Falcao refused to comment on 
other individuals he left out. 

Bebeto. top scorer in last 
South American championship 
two years ago, was selected de- 
spite spending most of the last 
year sidelined through injury. 

Seventeen of foe 22 players 
picked play for Brazilian dubs. 


Foreman offered $15m to fight Tyson 

— • _ I I until Ho 


an=w YORK fR> — George «id the Tyton-Fonanan fight 

Foreman apparently is mulling would take ^^uddock-Tyson 
over a $15 Sillioa offer to fight ™ntl* of the Ruddoek Tyson 

ft SaJaSftfts 

champion Evander Jtajjg £ f 
A%“'k«man for Tysons whether it had been smpped too 

promoter, Don Mng, s«W I Mon- 42 received S12.5 

day Foreman raid fight foe itfuccessful chal- 

Spokesman AJ Braverman con- tempting to 

fo-nied the $15 million offer and Kng has beeo attempnng 


reach agreement with Holyfield’s 
camp on setting a HolyfieW- 
Tyson fight. _ . 

The InteroaDonal Boxing Fed- 
eration (IBF) has scheduled a 
parse bid Tuesday for the poten- 
tial Tyson-Holyfield fight, but 
King has said he and Tyson no 
former recognise foe IBF. 

The King move to wit hdraw 

recognition apparently was prom- 
oted by the IBF order that Holy- 
field receive foe usual champion s 
75 per cent of the purse and 
Tyson, the challenger, 25 per 
cent. 


frmSCASV FOR WEDNESDAY JUNE 12* I»1 
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IOC to discuss S. Africa, 
choose 1998 host 


Injuries 

worsen 

Lakers’ 

plight 

INGLEWOOD, California (AP) 
— Injuries to James Worthy and 
Byron Scott have turned foe Los 
Angeles Lakers’ bleak situation 
into a desperate one. 

The Lakers, who trail the Chi- 
cago Bulls 3-1, a deficit no team 
has ever overcome in the finals, 
might have to play game 5 on 
Wednesday without Worthy or 
Scott, or both, because of in- 
juries. Worthy aggravated the in- 
jury to the left ankle he sprained 
two weeks ago, and Scott has a 
bruised right shoulder. 

“It looks very bad with James 
out and myself, I don’t know," 
Scot t said. “We'd like to go into 
each series completely healthy 
and we didn’t. We’re beat up and 
we’re not playing well. The Bulls 
are taking advantage of it.” 
Worthy has to ran on the bad 
ankle, an injury he said keeps 
him from being “mobile and 
spontaneous. Some of my moves 
bring bade the pain.” 

Magic Johnson said the Lakers 
will play hard Wednesday night. 

Peanuts 


UlELL.YES.MAlAM 
I GUESS U)E 
COULD TRV... 
THANK YOU.. 


BIRMINGHAM, England (AP) 
— The process of South Africa’s 
return to foe Olympic movement 
was the focus of the first day of 
meetings of the IOC executive 
board. The full IOC session 
opens Wednesday. 

With South Africa dismantling 
the last remaining pillars of apar- 
theid, the IOC and other interna- 
tional sports federations have be- 
gun laying the groundwork for 
South Africa’s reinstatement. 

But the IOC has stressed that 
the ban forbidding athletes from 
South Africa to compete interna- 
tionally should not be lifted until 
all apartheid laws have been re- 
pealed. 

There has been worry in IOC 
circles that some federations, 
such as the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation, 
might be pushing too hard on 
South Africa. 

“Our responsibility is to retain 
that leadership and provide gui- 
dance to the federations. So far 
they have followed”. IOC Vice 


President Kevan. Gosper said. 
“We want the federations to stay 
behind us and not compromise 
this,” 

The IAAF, the world gov- 
erning body for track and field, 
has already taken steps towards 
South Africa’s rehabilitation. 

Last month, it partially lifted 
its ban on South African athletes 
in international meets and said 
they could start competing again 
in Africa. 

But IAAF President Primo 
Nebiolo of Italy indicated that, 
provided the country has scrap- 
ped its apartheid laws and set up 
a single national governing body 
for track and field, its athletes 
will be allowed to participate in 
Grand Prix meetings preceding 
the world diampionships. 

South Africa was expelled from 
the IOC in 1970 for its policies of 
racial segregation. The IAAF fol- 
lowed suit in 1976. 

The IOC has set two main 
conditions for South Africa’s 
readmission: abolition of apar- 


theid and unification of foe coun- 
try’s sports federations into non- 
racial bodies. 

The high point of the session 
will be Saturday’s vote on foe 
host city for the 1998 winter 
games. The candidates are Salt 
T *ir* City, Utah; Nagano, Japan; 
Ostersund, Sweden; Aosta, Italy; 
and Jaca, Spain 

Last-minute campaigning was 
in full swing Monday, withNaga-' 
no prodnemg 1989 World Figure | 
Sk atin g champion Midori Ito as a i 
celebrity booster. 

“To see the athletes from 
Japan competing in a Japan-held 
Olympics would be special for all 
Japanese,” she said. 

White Ito was speaking, six 
Japanese environmentalists 
staged an anti-Olympics demon- 
stration in the square outside the 
International Convention Centre. 

The group held up hand- 
written signs saying, “save na- 
ture” and “stop the Olympics in 
Nagano.” 
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New Moon m Gemmionto you 

ftdr opportunity to 

haZyoa can get them bahmd yon. 

ARIES: (Man* 21 to 
Your attentio n foouW now be n- 
vested upon money, t^jo patry a nd 
possessions and the best 

which you can have more of tins 
world's goods. 

TAURUS: (April 20 in May 20) 
Yew can be just as personal as you 
like now for you have an unnaial 
amount of charm and are on foe 
beam in showing others your best 
abilities. 

GEMINI: (M^ 21 “ Jn P e , 2 ^ ) 
Many separate items rewnred m 

mder to prepare to youforsome 

highly interesting new ixofeascan . 
be solved by you by strict atten- 
tion. 

MOON CHBJHU5N: (Jun e 22 to 
July 21) Some very determined 
. friends have the answers to vnuch 
you have been 

hesitate but get m touch with mem 
and get views. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have many things “ 60 
impress one in power who h« 
consjderabte power m your fifes© 
* *H#i mnrlri and do SO DOW. . 


forsomefresh 
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without reserve. .. •_ 
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wise .to 
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End much moFe.-bazpujn 
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Nasser Khafife, stnnding with medal, b fourth from left 
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AMMAN (J T.) - A Jorflanian West Lancashire Squash Oub Handicap tournament where Mr. 
born athlete, Nasser Khalifa, won where he beat the mens team beat Dave Taylor. Mr. 

two squash events in a row held in , aln Royer 3-1 in the Khalifa had only participated m 

West Lancashire, England. In foe ^ Khalifa also won foe ^ sqassh tournaments fob year 

west Lancashire Squash Qnb and he won than both. 
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the king is dead 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* Q 9 8 7 6 
7 Q 8 6 5 

Q 7 

* 10 4 

WEST EAST 

* K 4 * J 53 

T J 9 4 7 10 3 

' j 10 9 6 85432 

♦ K 9 6 2 *875 


SOUTH 

* A 10 2 
7 A K 7 2 
•I A K 

* A Q J 3 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

3 NT Pass 4 * Pass 

4 ;• Pass 5 Pass 

6 7 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of •. 

It is human nature to protect 
one's assets. But the nature of 
things change, and there comes a 
time when one must dump some 
holdings to protect others. This sage 
advice applies at the the bridge table 
as well. 

South's opening hid showed a bal- 
anced 25-26 points, and North used 
the S Layman convention to check 
on a major-suit fit- With only soft 
values, we would have been content 
with game. When North bid over 
game. South correctly thought part- 
ner was issuing a general invitation. 


and the wealth of primes and excel- 
lent trumps convinced South to pro- 
ceed to slam without further 

hesitation. . , , 

West led the jack of diamoncto. 
Assuming spades could be brought 
in for the loss of only one trick, it 
looked as if the contract would hinge 
on the club finesse, but declarer 
tried for something else first. After 
drawing three rounds of trumps, 
ending in dummy, declarer came to 
hand with the ace of spades, cashed 
the remaining high diamond and 
then exited with a spade. In with the 
king and with nothing left but mi- 
noT-suit cards, West had to either 
concede a ruff-sluff or lead a club 
into declarer’s tenace. Either way. 
declarer had his 12th trick. 

Inspired defense would have de- 
feated the slam. West's king of 
spades had become a liability, and 
should have been jettisoned at the 
first opportunity— under declarer's 
ace of spades! Now East’s jack will 
win the third round of spades, en- 
abling that defender to lead a club 
through declarer's ace-queen. South 
will have to Tall back on the club 
finesse, with gratifying results tor 
the defense. 

U is not easy to throw away a sure 
winner when you are defending 
against a slam. But >* can 
necessary! 




the Post office is 
on the southeast 
CORNER OF MVRTLE 
and vine street 



THE BETTER HALF. 






“The fitness craze is getting out 
of hand! The public library 
now called The Brain Gym/ * 


that scrambled word game 

by Hand Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble thaae tour Jumbles, f? 

ona letter to each square, to fomi l v 

lour ordinary words. 1 


HECEK 


KYSHU 


Er_W. sweetie 


t V 1 




Nasser Kfeama, - .... 

Nasser Khalifa wins two squash event: ««« 


SEECIX 


O' 


WHAT A lAM 5 
might eecoviE 
AS HE ©ROW'S OLPE 

I 

Now arrange the drcJed letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: |TTY III 1 

(Answers tomorrow! 

. ^ I Jumbles: TOKEN ANISE SNUGLY PEOPLE 

Yestetda/s y^thec^wMpro^to^^^^ 

PU^A?lS^ :Jte md ** 





THE Daily Crossword by Narnia Steinberg 


ACROSS 
1 Tub event 
5 Bundled hay 
10 Tip one s hat 

14 Reverberate 

15 Indian 

16 Director Kazan 

17 Rats! 

IS Rose feature 

19 Hawk 

20 Roman 
phitosophar 

32 Meetings 

24 Actor Kevin 

26 Close bgntfy 

27 Owns 
29"— 

Andronpcus" 

31 Main idea 

34 — carte 

35 Sen. aub|. 

36 Head Cuban 
38 Troubles 

40 Gillette or 
Bryant 

42 Gat through me 


43 Xylophonist 
Hampton 
45 Care tor 

47 Broach 

48 Have the lead 

49 Alliance 
acronym 

50 Alphabet run 

51 — cents (card 
game) 

53 Young lover 
55 Police 

surveillance 
59 Beside 

62 Nursery item 

63 Fry lightly 
65 Melt 

86 Verdi heroine 

67 "To — human" 

68 M. Descartes 

69 Dutch African 

70 Horse or 
common 

71 Clumsy boais 

□OWN 

1 Four-posters 

2 Land measure 

3 Words ot 
gratitude 


rim TrAura MlM 
Al Highlm ftaMrved 

4 Stopover 

5 Ot plants 

6 Bat wood 

7 Asian land 

8 Way out 

9 Thick 

10 Like an imp 

11 Dairy case 
choice 

12 Helsinki resident 

13 Rages 
21 Quote 

23 Long story 
25 Short jacket 

27 Aval 

28 "...and — wefl" 
30 Bring together 

32 "Ctoderella" 
character 

33 Practice 

36 Chin, lood style 

37 Yes — (choice 
words) 

39 Place lor a nosh 
41 Rip 
44 PA port 
46 Captiol feature 


Saturday’s Puzzle Solved: 


rnnnn nacira HnnHB 

onon naan nnnaia 

rennnnmnnninjFinEiHO 
hhq nnsn omniQon 
nnnnn nonunion 
nnnnnra oiana 
unnnn noon non 
nunnunnnninnnuaD 
nan oraua annuo 
QQUD OnUOBID 
OBOunuo nanan 
snnoBU noun nnn 

□nROHnunniTiDnrTinn 
nnuon nnnn nnno 
nonnio nono nono 


49 Nerd 
52 Pries 

54 Superfluous 

55 Strikebreaker 

56 Threesome 


57 Assistant 

58 Rotate 
80 Aquarium 
61 Has debts 
64 Contraction 
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Financial 

Markets * n t B O * > crat ^ t>n with 

Cairo Amman Bank 

U S Dollar in Ineenucional Marhm 


Currcncj 


Staling Puttnd" 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


European Current L'nil 


• USD Pit Ntl. 

l»oer»i rtpratag w * <*> a.*. GMT 
Eurocurrency Interest Knees 


«5c ytvJL- j Tliyu- 
Cfcie cEk 

itair.'i? p 7WI [ t 7997 



Cmreflcv 


“ Dote: ;j p. 


I MTH I 3 MTHSl 6 MTHSII2 MTHJ 



S«m Franc ! 

:.9i 

French Franc j 

9.56 


Japanese Yen 


European Currency Lull 



9. SI 


V iMUn I.wi.Wh upuvaleni 


II * N9I 


Metal l 

L'SD/Oz 

Gold 

37 2 


Metal | 

L'SD'Oe 

JD/Gm 

Silver 

■ss 

.10 


Central Bank of iordiui Exchange Rate Bulletin 

Date: N/o/M9l 


Currency 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen* 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


Italian Lira* 


Belgian Franc 


* Ptr IN 

Other Currencies 
















Bid 

Offer 

.6*4 

.666 

7.1411 

1.1475 

.5666 

.3665 

.4527 

.4550 

.1142 

.1146 

.4635 

.4659 

.3433 

.3450 . 

.1077 

.1062 

.0521 

.0524 

.omi 

.01690 


71/6/7997 









Baxter 
gives up 

on Syrian 
plant 

DEERFIELD, Illinois (R) — 
Baxter Internationa! Inc, one of 
the world’s largest manufacturers 
of health-care products, said 
Monday it is abandoning plans to 
build a facility in Syria that has 
drawn criticism from pro-Israel 
groups. 

Acknowledging that its plans to 
build the plant have been con- 
troversial, Baxter blamed the 
volatile situation in the Middle 
East and “controversy surround- 
ing Syria in particular" for its 
decision. 

The plant, which was to have 
manufactured intravenous solu- 
tions, triggered accusations that 
Baxter planned to sell its 
businesses in Israel in order to 
deal with Syria. 

The Arab League, of which 
Syria is a 'member, blacklists com- 
panies that do business with 
Israel. Complying with the 
League's requirements is illegal 
under U.S. law. 

Federal authorities are investi- 
gating the allegations against 
Baxter. 

In its statement. Barrier noted 
that it has denied any wrongdoing 
and had appointed an indepen- 
dent counsel to look into the 
matter. The counsel found “no- 
thing illegal or improper," the 
company said. 

“We are eager to have this 
matter resolved," said Mr. Ver- 
non Loucks, Baxter’s chairman 
and chief executive officer. "The 
best legal advice available to us 
says the company has done no- 
thing wrong. Baxter will cooper- 
ate, as it has aD along, with the 
government's study.” 

The company said Israel re- 
mains its largest trading partner 
in die Middle East and noted that 
its products are available 
throughout the region via distri- 
butors. 

Mr. Loucks gave one of the 
company’s critics, the American 
Jewish Committee (AJC) adv- 
anced notice of its derision to 
drop the project in a letter 
Friday. 

The AJC, a major supporter of 
Israel, said in a statement Mon- 
day that it welcomed Baxter’s 
“responsiveness” to its appeals. 


BIS urges world central banks to be 
cautious in tackling cyclical downswings 


BASLE, Switzerland (R) — Cen- 
tral banks should give priority to 
fighting inflation and be wary of 
cutting interest rates to try to pull 
economies out of a cyclical down- 
swing, the Bank for International 
Settlements (BIS) said Monday. 

In its annual report, the BIS. 
which acts as a central bank for 
national central banks, said eco- 
nomies took a long time to re- 
spond to changes in monetary 
policy, so attempts to use it to 
eliminate swings in the economic 
cycle were hazardous. 

“Few now believe that monet- 
ary policy is in fact capable of 
imparting a lasting stimulus to 
economic activity," it said. 

“These considerations suggest 
monetary policy should have a 
medium-term orientation, con- 


centrating on containing inflation 
and a vending stop-go policies.” 

The BIS said policy-makers 
faced problems, including the 
debt crisis, the reform of eastern 
Europe and exchange rate 
strategy. 

But policy issues connected 
with the business cycle currently 
caused the most concern to cen- 
tral banks, it added. 

The BIS did not mention the 
United States by name but made 
clear it did not support appeals by 
the administration of President 
George Bush to other countries 
to give priority to boosting econo- 
mic growth by cutting interest 
rates. 

It said those urging cheaper 
money believed real interest rates 
were too high and recession 


should be tackled by bringing 
down nominal long-term rates. 

But the problem was central 
banks only had dose control over 
short-term rates, it added. A re- 
duction in these would not neces- 
sarily lead to long-term rates fall- 
ing too. 

“It is therefore hard to see how 
international policy coordination 
could ever successfully use 
nominal long-term interest rates 
as its focal point.” 

The BIS warned policy-makers 
against switching their attention 
to whatever aspect of the eco- 
nomy they considered most at 
risk, whether inflation when it 
was going out of control or 
growth when there was slack in 
die economy. 


“A policy that frequently 
changes direction according to 
changing perceptions of what is 
the most endangered goal cannot 
be relied upon to achieve any of 
its : objcctives," it said. 

It said central bankers were 
often suspected of having a pro- 
fessional bias in favour of price 
stability and not caring enough 
about growth and unemploy- 
ment. 

“On the other hand they are 
also often reproached for not 
delivering the one thing for which 
they should be held responsible, 
namely price stability," it 3ddcd. 

On the international debt cri- 
sis. the BIS said this still cast a 
shadow over large parts of the 
developing world though no lon- 
ger over the international bank- 
ing system. 


“There is no lack of almost 
daily reminders of just how 
wretched living conditions in 
many developing countries are,” 
it said. 

It said imperative for develop- 
ing countries that the current 
Uruguay Round of talks to liber- 
alise world trade was brought to a 
successful conclusion, it added. 

Turning to eastern Europe, the 
BIS said problems in the region 
bad been considerably more diffi- 
cult than anticipated and elected 
governments bad to find their 
own way in the crucial area of 
structural reform since no prec- 
edent existed. 

The best help the industrial 
world could offer would be to 
allow eastern European countries 
much greater and permanent ac- 
cess to its markets, it added. 


U.N. envoy says 
Lebanon needs urgent 
aid for rebuilding 


Strikes spread in Romania over 
pay, mismanagement and reform 


BEIRUT (R) — U-N. envoy 
Bertino Craxi said Monday Leba- 
non needed urgent international 
aid to rebuild its basic services 
after 16 years of civil war. 

Mr. Craxi, a former Italian 
prime minister sent to Lebanon 
on a brief visit by U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar, 
said he would coordinate plans to 
help reconstruction. 

"There are many plans because 
there are many problems and the 
list of these problems is long,” 
Mr. Craxi told reporters after 
talks with Foreign Minister Fans' 
Bouez. 

“I'm determined to coordinate 
all these initiatives on the interna- 
tional level to put them into 
effect," be said. 

“The list of aid which is needed 
urgently is for the infrastructure 
such as communication systems, 
transportation, water and elec- 
tricity installations.” Mr. Craxi 
said. 

The Lebanese government esti- 
mates war damage at between 
$15 and $23 billion. It wants up to 
$2 billion in long-term loans as a 
start towards financing recon- 
struction. 



Bettino Craxi 

British Foreign Office Minister 
Douglas Hogg toured the ruined 
heart of Beirut Monday, but said 
he brought no often of aid from 
London because be needed first 
to determine whether peace 
would last. 

Mr. Bouez visited Saudi Ara- 
bia Saturday and Sunday to dis- 
cuss reconstruction and said the 
Saudis pledged to continue their 
efforts to set up the initial $2 
billion fund. 

Rebuilding in Kuwait after the 
Gulf war has lowered Beirut’s 
chances of attracting aid. 


BUCHAREST (R) — 
Bucharest's biggest industrial 
complex was paralysed Monday 
when 90 per cent of its workers 
went on strike. 

Thousands of workers stopped 
work in other cities across Roma- 
nia, demanding better pay, sack- 
ing of managers, and faster eco- 
nomic reform. More strikes are 
planned later in the week. 

The strike at Bucharest's Faur 
Engineering Enterprise began 
with 1 ,000 staff Friday and grew 
Monday when almost 14,000 em- 
ployees stopped work. 

More than 40,000 members of 
the Democratic Alliance trade 
union, grouping staff from 10 
other engineering plants, will join 
the Faur strike Wednesday. 

Doctors demonstrated in sever- 
al towns Monday against in* 
adequate health service funding. 
Teachers, doctors and nurses 
plan national strikes later in the 
week. 

The disputes highlight the 
growing alienation of workers 
who overwhelmingly backed the 
ruling National Salvation Front 
(NSF) when it was elected a year 
ago, but are angry aver its failure 
to restructure industry and revive 
the economy. j 


El Al reports $1 4m profit for 1990 


1 ffcr MO 1 

CM Indices for Annan Financial Market' 



Services Sector 


TEL AVIV (R) — El A1 Israel 
Airlines Ltd. has said its 1990 net 
profit was $14.1 million, down 
from $24.2 million the previous 
year. 

El Al said it was one of only a 
few airlines to report profits in 
1990, a difficult year for the 
industry and especially for Israel 
where tourist traffic was halved 
and fuel and insurance costs dou- 
bled during the Gulf crisis. 

“We have built a flexible and 
efficient airline capable of adapt- 
ing itself to changing conditions 
that could adversely affect its 


operations,” said El A1 President 
Rafi Harlev. 

El Al, a debt-ridden airline 
operating under receivership for 
the last seven years, said its re- 
venues totalled $785 million, a 
10.4 per cent increase over 1989. 

The number of passengers it 
carried in 1990 rose slightly, to 
1.7 million, while its overall cargo 
tonnage was 169,000, a 2.5 per 
cent rise. 

The state-owned airline has 
been scheduled for privatisation 
since 1988. Two U.S.-based con- 
sulting firms last year recom- 


mended the Israeli government 
sell 51 per cent of El Al's shares 
through an international stock 
offering. 

According to the proposal, 41 
per cenr of El Al’s shares would 
be sold on Israeli, U.S. and Euro- 


pean stock markets, while an 
additional 10 per cent would be 
sold to El Al employees. 

The consultants said the gov- 
ernment should keep a “golden 
share” that would insure Israeli 
control of the carrier. 


China to ‘muddle through’ problems 


WASHINGTON (R) — China 
feces major economic problems 
over the next decade but is likely 
to “muddle through* somehow, 
according to a TJS. study of the 
Chinese economy. 

Prepared by the U.S. Con- 
gress’s Joint Economic Commit- 
tee, the study includes nearly 60 
papers and other reports by U.S. 
government and private experts. 

“The consensus of the experts 
is that China has become politically 
stagnant and economically indeci- 
sive,” committee chairman Scna- 

# 


tor Paul Sarbanes, a Maryland 
Democrat, said in a statement. 

Mir. John Hardt of the Library 
of Congress and Mr. Richard 
Kaufman, the committee's 
lawyer, concurred. 

“It is impossible to summarise 
the views of almost 60 scholars 
who have contributed to these 
volumes, and yet it is sate to stay 
that they all would agree that 
despite China's innumerable 
problems, she may continue to 
‘muddle through’,” they said in a 
joint introduction. 


“In fact, the great majority ot 
the contributors would be more 
optimistic than that,” Messrs. 
Hardt and Kaufman said. 

The study said fundamental 
changes to the present socialist 
system were unlikely as long as 
Mr. Deng Xiaoping and his col- 
leagues remained in power. 

Bat before the decade is over, 
China's leadership was likely to 
change and competition, press- 
ures from the Chinese people and 
the desire for modernisation 
would force China to find a more 


efficient economic system. 

“What precisely the new model 
will be no one can predict, but it 
is more than likely that the trend 
toward a market economy will 
continue, albeit with Chinese 
characteristics.” 

The study said the Chinese 
economy grew during the last 
decade but began experiencing 
serious problems — including se- 
rious shortages of energy and raw. 
materials, inflation and unem- 
ployment — that are continuing. 


Cinema 


Tel: 677420 



"Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


PRETTY WOMAN 
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Emirates airlines gets 
$64m loan for Airbus 

DUBAI (R) — Dubai-based Emirates airlines bas signed an 
agreement for a S64.5 million loan syndicated by a number of United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) banks to finance the purchase of an 
Airbus A-50CH500R jetliner. 

A statement from the airline said the Dubai-based Emirates Bank 
International had led the syndication, which included the Commer- 
cial Bank of Dubai, the Middle East Bank Limited and the Aba 
Dhabi Commercial Bank. 

Terms of tbe loan, said to be the airline’s first financed solely by 
UAE banks, were not available. The aircraft is expected in Dubai 
Wednesday, the statement said. 


FOR RENT 

First floor of a two storey villa Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 salons, 
2 verandas, 2 bathrooms, surrounded by a vast garden. 

Locahon: Qasr Al Hashemieh road, opposite Nazek Al Hariri 
Special Education Centre. ■" 

Please call tel: 847874 Amman 


AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

The American Community School announces a new 
programme lor 4 and 5 year olds for the 1991/92 school 
year 

Classes will be five days per week from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. 

A reduced tuition and capital assessment rate will apply. 
Bus transportation is available for an additional fee. 

Please contact ACS at 813944/6 for additional 
Information. 


Show: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30. 


r Omema Tel: 675571 

NUOIIM 


/'Cinema Tel: 625155 

RAINBOW 


Ahmad Zaki & Hala Sudki 


LORENZO LAMAS 
in 


■ 


Show: 1230. 3 JO. 6 JO, 8JO. IOJO. p.m 
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THE ESCAPE 

(Arabic) 


Show. 30:30. &30. S:30 p.m. 


V 


A&&J 


INTENSIVE COURSE IN 
MODERN STANDARD ARABIC 


The Language Centre at the University of Jordan 
announces that the intensive course in Modem 
Standard Arabic for speakers of other languages will 
commence on June 29, and will last for 8 weeks. 

The programme is intensive and classes meet in the 
morning for 20 hours per week, Saturday* 
Wednesday. 

Those interested please call at the Language* 
Centre for registration. 


Faur workers rejected talks 
with Prime Minister Petre Roman 
at government headquarters. 
“We’ve been there before... he 
must come to us.” said union 
leader Alexandre Vladescu. 

In Deva, 50 workers in the 
hard-hit non-ferrous metal min- 
ing industry began a hunger strike 
over management failure to solve 
the industry's problems, Rom- 
pres news agency said- 
In Iasi, northeast Romania. 
3,000 striking engineers marched 
to government offices to demand 
a commission to investigate grie- 
vances over pay, bad manage- 
ment and slow economic reform. 

Anti-government demonstra- 
tions are scheduled in the capital 
Thursday, first anniversary of a 

crackdown on an anti-NSF pro- 
test in Bucharest which resulted 
in at least six deaths. 

A former NSF vice-president 
attacked the party Monday for 


letting down voters, especially 
the workers, and left the party to 
become an independent politi- 
cian. 

Mr. Gaudiu Iordache, 48, a 
centre-left liberal, said in a 
speech to parliament he was leav- 
ing the party because it cared too 
little for the suffering of ordinary 
Romanians. 

Industry Minister Victor Stan- 
cuiescu said last week that the. 
decline of Romania’s industrial 
production can be stopped before 
the end of 1991 but recovery 
would depend on the efficiency of 
longer-term reform strategies. 

“The imm ediate target for in- 
dustry is to make serious progress 
towards a market economy and 
privatisation,” Mr. Stanculescu 
told a news conference. 

According to official statistics, 
Romania's industrial output last 
year was 22.3 per cent down from 
1989. 


UNFURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Super deluxe three bedrooms, large reception area, two 
bathrooms. Independent utilities, 2nd floor, telephone line. 
Fully equipped kitchen (fridge, gas oven, dish-washing 
machine), Two balconies dosed with glass windows, 
parking tot. Telephone line. 

Contact tel. 673409 


When you come to 




come to 

HIJAZI PALACE 

HOTEL 



/tfmos 






























































































































s historic election nears 

lln-lbackegl media targets Yeltsin 


vs 


...-JSCOW (AP) — Krsmiin- 
• '-- '-■zd media Tuesday targeted 

* front-runner in tire race to 
■ = :jir.e the Russian Federation's 
r.:u popularly elected president: 
L:.ris N. Yeltsin. 

oters in the Soviet Union’s 
-- test ana most populous repub- 
- : go to the polls Wednesday. 

• v runoff must be held within 
■" 3 weeks if no candidate gets 
~ :>r£ th^n 50 per cent of the vote. 
. any reformats believe the com- 
r . inists have flooded the field to 

zy Yeiisia 2 first-round major- 


.>ix candidates are running for 
:1. ; new office, and Yeltsin’s chief 
“■ z!s are former Soviet Prime 
■ JrJster Nikolai Ryzhkov and 
'.msT Interior Minister Vadim 
^-karic. 

The Communist Party news- 
paper Pravda Tuesday charged 
irz: Yeltsin, who is chairman of 
'..i Russian legislature, was re- 
. - .v.sible for the giant republic's 
anomic woes. 

‘The newspaper published a 
f.v.iering portrait of Ryzhkov, 
. ing he was the best candidate 
:: “put our ship called Russia" on 
pad - / to reform. 

Rravda Monday had slammed 
. eltsin as disloyal to his allies, 
rarrow-ir.ir.ded and authorita- 


Yeltsin ended Ibe campaign 
confidently Monday evening with 
a rally in Manezh Square next to 
the Kremlin, seat of the Com- 
munist leadership that be has 
battled is his quest for political 
and economic decentralisation. 

About 20,000 people rallied for 
candidates backed by the Demo- 
cratic Russia Movement, includ- 
ing Ye 1 tan and Moscow Mayor 
Gavriil Popov. 

Popov, who is seeking re- 
election in Wednesday’s ballot- 
ing, beamed as he was praised by 
poet Yevgeny Yevtushenko, a 
popular actress and a pro-reform 
general. 

Campaigning was not officially 
permitted Tuesday, but leaflets 
and posters circulated around the 
republic. On Monday, campaig- 
ners handed out leaflets at stop 
lights, and Yeltsin placards fes- 
tooned the rear windows of a 
troiley bus at rush hour. 

Opinion polls cited by the offi- 
cial TASS news agency put Yelt- 
sin ahead in the race with the 
support of between 39 per cent 
and 52 per cent of voters. 


Ryzhkov, the Communist Par- 
ty candidate, was running second 
with 14 per cent to 25 per cent. 
TASS said Monday. Bakatin 
appeared to be running third in 


the six-candidate field. 

Other polls have given Yeltsin 
more than 60 per cent support. 

Tuesday’s Nezavisimaya 
gazette (independent newspap- 
er), quoting the information 
agency Data, predicted that Yelt- 
sin would take 57 per cent of the 
vote. 

Rabochaya Tribuna (workers 
newspaper) reported that most 
voters surveyed by telephone 
supported Yeltsin, saying he rep- 
resented “a dream of a new Rus- 
sia.” 

Yeltsin, an outspoken critic of 
President Mikhail Gorbachev, 
has become immensely popular 
among Soviets demoralised by 
decades of broken promises and 
worsening shortages of consumer 
goods. 

In February, be demanded that 
Gorbachev step down, accusing 
the Soviet president of retreating 
from reforms that would create a 
market economy. Yeltsin and 
Gorbachev have since reached a 
truce, and Russia is among the 
republics which has agreed to sign 
a new union treaty and cooperate 
with the Kremlin on economic 
reform. 


Russians voted in a March 17 
referendum to create the pres- 
idential post in their republic. 


which covers two-thirds of the 
Soviet Union from Europe to the 
Pacific and includes the country’s 
most valuable natural resources 
and roughly half the Soviet Un- 
ion’s 285 million people. 

Secessionist-minded Georgia 
last month became the first Soviet 
republic to directly elect a presi- 
dent. 

Some of the 105 million eligible 
voters started voting Monday on 
remote Arctic islands and drilling 
rigs to allow time for the ballots 
to be shipped to counting sta- 
tions. TASS said. 

Yeltsin has campaigned across 
the republic, but his Communist- 
supported opponents have li- 
mited their appearances to smal- 
ler groups at factories or auditor- 
iums. 

Most of the campaigning has 
been conducted in the media. 

At a presidential debate held 

Monday night on central televi- 
sion. all six candidates were in- 
vited, but Yeltsin declined to 
attend, choosing instead to cam- 
paign in the Volga River city of 
Samara. 

Four of the five candidates 
criticised Yeltsin repeatedly — to 
the point where the host inter- 
rupted to read letters from listen- 
ers complaining about candidates 
constantly attacking Yeltsin. 
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sian election, 
and sharp words 


3y Brian Friedman 
The .Associated Press 


iOSCOV/ — Amid the ideoio- 
jcs.'. ferment of Russia's first 
. apuler ^residential election, 
horse candidate Vladimir 
Ihirincv?ky spoke about fer- 
.r. .T.iir.g of a different sort. 

Zhirinc ’sky. who is one of six 
.:-nd;ciai‘es ir. Wednesday’s elec- 
tor:. is piedpng to cut the price 
I vidka nearly in half. 
Zhirinovsky, of the 
r'>:.*mur.is:-3uppcrted Liberal 
BsmocraJc Party, has made the 
o-ika price pledge a major plank 

0 h. ! s perform in the first popular 
a residential election in Russian 
.-isrory. 

V zz'sa. which is rationed in 
. ‘osrott and other Russian cities, 
eils .'or about 11 to 12 rubles a 
■c-xli. rsugsiSv a day’s wages, 
•lescovites are limited to one 
. per month, but C3n get 
:f they pay a middleman or 
-nc.rketeer about five times 

1 t price. 

“f.irir.^vsky has promised to 
v.'ii-re the -rice to 7 rubles per 
and make it available for 
■ale rr:~ morning until night. 

: r.t mair. candidates — Boris 
.'ejsiirr. former Soviet Prime 
Master Nikolai Ryzhkov and 
^onr. r: L-ttfrior Minister Bakatin 
— have spent much of the last 
three weeks on the campaign trail 
in die central part of the vast 
tenublic. 

only the populist maverick 
Yeitsin is drawing crowds to out- 
door rallies. Ryzhkov and Baka- 
tin, the top Communist Party 
candidates, have appeared mostly 
before small groups at factories 
and auditoriums. 

Many reformes believe the 
Communists have flooded the 
5eld to deny Yeltsin the simple 
majority be needs to win on the 
firs: round. Polls show him bead- 
ing the pack with between 49 and 
63 per cent. 

-\ second round of voting will 
be beid two weeks after the first if 
no one wins a majority. 

Television has played a major 
roie in the campaign, but not in 



Boris YeStrin 

the same way familiar to coon- 
tries where political ads clog the 
airwaves toward the end of a 
campaign. 

Yeltsin, as chairman of the 
Russian Federation’s parliament, 
enjoys favourable — or at least 
balanced — reporting on the tele- 
vision channel owned by the re- 
public’s parliament. 

But on central television, 
which is very much under Krem- 
lin control, he’s had a rougher 
ride. 

On central television’s "Who Is 
Who” programme, an hour-long 
question-and-answer session with 
each candidate, Yeltsin was re- 
lentlessly attacked throughout 
the programme by interviewer 
Igor Fyesunenko last week. 

By contrast, the same commen- 
tator lavished praise on other 
candidates supported bg the 
Communist Party. 

In an apparent attempt to show 
that Yeltsin's wife was not of pure 
Russian blood, Fyesunenko 
asked what her patronymic — her 
father’s given name — was. It is 
Josef, which for Russians indi- 
cates Jewish ancestry. Yeltsin 
quickly pointed out that his wife 
is of Cossack extraction, an in- 
dication of true Russiao-ness. 

Fyesunenko later asked Yeltsin 
about his “many fresh trips" re- 
cently. 

“Many trips, Igor 


Sergeyevich?" Yeltsin shot back 
archly, explaining that he took 
one official trip to Czechoslova- 
kia and one private trip to France 
last month. 

Fyesunenko continued the 
asttacfc, asking why Yeitsin pat 
flowers on the grave of Czechos- 
lovak dissident Jan Palach in Pla- 
gue and not on the graves of 
Soviet troops buried in Czechos- 
lovakia. 

"I did put flowers on their 
graves,” Yeltsin replied, his tone 
growing increasingly more bitter, 
“but your dear central television 
did not show it.*' 

Toward the end of the hour, an 
increasingly testy Yeltsin re- 
moved his jacket. His face was 
flashed. 

"It’s a little hot in here, and 
since you decided to devote the 
entire programme to negative 
Yeltsin material, I don’t feel com- 
fortable,” the Russian leader 
said. 

"I hope you are going to limit 
yourself to taking off your jack- 
et,” sneered Fyesunenko. 

“Oh, definitely," Yeltsin re- 
plied. 

A survey campaign literature 
indicates that the Russians ha- 
ven’t mastered the snappy politic- 
al slogan. 

The poster for Ryzhkov and his. 
running mate. Deputy Interior 
Minister Boris Gromov, shows 
the two standing together in a 
black and white photo. 

"All to the election vote for 
Ryzhkov and Gromov/’ it says in 
red and white lettering. 

Yeltsin's poster is slightly more 
catchy: “From people’s deputy to 
people’s president. 

But it also features a relatively 
small photo of him, with about a 
dozen paragraphs of heavy- 
handed text below it. 

"Russia surely will rise again, 
for it has a multinational and 
talented people, enormous natu- 
ral resources, a rich history, spir- 
itual potential and a decisive 
leader who enjoys the support of 
most of its citizens, Boris N. 
Yeltsin,” reads the main para- 
graph. 


t£i 


approve electoral change 


ROME (AP) — Italians over- 
whelmingly approved a referen- 
dum on electoral change, signall- 
ing disgust with corruption and 
indicating support for proposed 
reforms of the postwar political 
structure, according to results 
Monday. 

The referendum measure, 
aimed at reducing electoral fraud, 
would cut the number of votes 
Italians could cast in parliamen- 
tary elections. 

But promotors billed it as the 
first step in overhauling a political 
system that has come under wide- 
spread criticism in recent years 
(hie to parliamentary logjams, 
constant infighting and revolving- 
door governments. 

The vote was 95.6 per cent in 
favour of the measure, and 4.5 
per cent against. 

President Francesco Cossiga 
hinted he might dissolve parlia- 
ment and call elections a year 
early because of the vote. 

“Voters have rejected the sys- 
tem with which this chamber of 
deputies was elected,” he said, 
adding he would consult with the 
premier and legislative leaders on 
the matter. 

The main opponents, the 
Socialists, had urged Italians to 
boycott the vote, saying it was 


meaningless. They are the 
second-biggest party in the gov- 
erning coalition. 

But 62.5 per cent of the 47 
million eligible voters cast ballots 
Sunday and Monday morning. 

The turnout and margin of 
victory were substantially huger 
than predicted. 

“Starting today, a new wind of 
transparency, cleanliness and 
honesty is blowing through Italy’s 
democracy,” exulted the referen- 
dum’s main promoter, par- 
liamentary deputy Mario Segni of 
the dominant Christian Demo- 
crats. 

Turnout was lowest in southern 
Italy — the area where the new 
measure is expected to hit har- 
dest. Vote fraud is considered a 
particularly widespread problem 
in the south, the base of Italy’s 
organised crime families and a 
region where politics has tradi- 
tionally involved exchanging 
votes for favours. 


As the results were announced, 
several leading politicians said 
voters had sent a message indicat- 
ing their support for widespread 
reform . 

"The success of the referen- 
dum shows that the people want 
to decide themselves” on the 


reform of the government, Cossi- 
ga said. 

“(Voters) turned out ejqsress- 
ing a strong desire for change, 
which indicates a significant in- 
terest in electoral and institution- 
al questions that cannot be 
ignored by the parliament and 
political forces,” said a Christian 
Democrat senator, Emilio Col- 
ombo. 

His party did not take a posi- 
tion on the referendum before 
the vote. The Democratic Party 
of tire left, Italy’s second-biggest 
party which was until recently 
known as the Communists, sup- 
ported it. 

The major political parties 
have each drawn up proposals 
recently for a “second republic” 
that would substantially chang e 
the weak central government 
structure created to discourage 
die rise of another Mussolini. 

Italy is currently on its 50th 
postwar government. 

The proposed reforms range 
from establishing a strong, 
French-style presidency to 
streamlining the parliamentary 
process to increasing politicians’ 
accountability. 

The measure appro v ed Sunday 
and Monday will not address 
those issues. 


Army 
reservists 
called up 


in Fiji 


SUVA (R) — Fiji’s military 
Tuesday ordered 3,000 reservists 
to report to their bases, raising 
fears of a third military coup. 

The order, broadcast on state- 
owned Radio Fiji, followed a call 
Saturday by Fiji Military Forces 
Commander Major General 
Sitivem Rabuka for the interim 
government to resign. 

Fiji has been ruled by an in- 
terim government since 1987 
when Rabuka led two military 
coups, the first toppling the late 
Dr. Timoci Bavadra's 
democratically-elected govern- 
ment. 

It was not immediately dear 
whether the call-up was routine, 
but it follows the pattern used by 
the Fijian army just before and 
immediately after the previous 
coups. 

Radio Fiji said reservists were 
required to report to their bases 
Thursday and Friday for their 
“annual medical board (check- 
ups) and up-dating of their per- 
sonal records.” 

Neither Rabuka nor army 
Chief of Staff Brigadier Ratu 
Epeli Ganilau could be contacted 
to comment on the call-up. 

The army called up not only 
active reservists but also former 
reservists under the age of 45 and 
those required by law to become 
reservists in 1992. 

Political analysts in Suva, the 
capital of the south Pacific island 
nation, said the extent of the 
call-up raised concern. 


Philippine volcano builds up 
pressure for major eruption 


MANILA (R) — Pressure was 
building inside a Philippine volca- 
no under a growing dome of red 
hot magma Tuesday for an antici- 
pated second, more powerful 
eruption that could shower a ma- 
jor U.S. air base in a hail of rock 
and ash. 

“A major eruption could 
occur at any time,” said 
Raymundo Punongbayan, head 
of the Philippine Volcanology In- 
stitute. 

“The magma is on the surface 
already and is about ready for an 
eruption," be said in a radio 
interview. “It’s just collecting the 
force for a major eruption. 

“At present we’re just having 
minor tremors.” 

Mount Pinatubo volcano, near 
Clark Air Base, headquarters of 
the U.S. 13th Air Force in the 
Philippines, was building up a 
dome of magma — molten rock 
— more than 30 metres high, he 
said. 

“The magma is very sticky, 
very viscous. So instead of mov- 
ing out. it is building a dome, and 
this dome is being enlarged,” 
Punongbayan said. 


Villages of Acta tribesmen. 

around the volcano have been* 
evacuated. 

Local photographers seeking a 
dear view of the smoke-shrouded 
mountain drove through deserted 
villages, where chickens, dogs 
and cats roamed the streets. 

Some tribesmen retooled to 
their homes to feed their water 
buffaloes. 

“We got all our animals and 
put them made our house ” said 
local fanner Mang Bcrto, who 
lives close to the volcano drat has 
carpeted crops and fruit trees 
with a layer of grey ash. 

"Hie grass on the mountain is 
all dead because of the lava from 
the volcano and so our animals 
have nothing to eat, he said in an 
interview with a radio reporter. 

Thousands of Americans in a 
huge convoy of cars and buses 
evacuated Clark, 80 Irihunetzes 
north of Manila, Monday. 

Hundreds more Filipinos woe 
evacuated as Pinatubo spewed 
ash, steam and red hoc lava in a 
series of small explosions that 
continued to rods the volcano 
after an initial eruption Sunday. 


. Pinatubo was the second volca- 
no f iring die Pacific “Rim of 
Fire” area of vofcanfc activity to 
explode in a week. Japan's 
Mount Unzen erupted a week 
ago, killing 57 people on Kyushu 
stand, 1,000 kflometres south- 
west of Tokyo. = - 

U.S. and Philippine volcano-- 
legists have decided to pull.out 
from their listening post at Clark 
because of the risk involved in 
staying “in a danger zone,” 
Punongbayan said. 

Stronger er u pti o ns by tire vol- 
cano were “immin ent” and the. 
next blast would be the “explo- 
sive type, characterised by 
pyroclastic flows which could be 
very destructive,” be said. 

U.S. officials are c o ncer n ed a 
heavy ash flow could damage 
sensitive equipment on the base 
However, there was no danger 
the ash and lava would damage 
weapons, a U.S. spokesman said. 

The spokesman declined to say 
whether nuclear weapons were 
stationed at the air base, saying 
only: “No weapons systems are 
threatened at Clark.” 



Kidnappers free 
businesswoman 
after'. 

ransom paid \y 


RIO DE JANEIRO (RJS^Xh 
nappers freed Monday aiBraz 
Ban businesswoman whose Coe 
party holds' & Coca-Co3a : -fiaacl 
he, but two company 
werekidnapped whenthey wa 
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agency reported. Brazjfidxt page 


South Korean premier: Government 
mobilising 12,000 election watchdogs] 


SEOUL, Souch Korea (AP) — 
Prime Minister Chong Won-Shik 
said Tuesday the government was 
mobilising nearly 12,000 people 
as watchdogs for a crackdown on 
illegal campaigning for Jane local 
elections. 

The independent central elec- 
tion management committee 
charged Tuesday that the political 
parties demanding fair elections 
are the ones most responsible for 
breaking the election laws. 

This includes the governing 
Democratic Liberal Party and the 
main opposition New Democratic 
Party, it said. 

“Although all the parties say 
they want fair elections, they are 
actually engaged in excessive and 
corrupt campaigning,” said an 
official, declining to be identified. 

The June 20 elections are to 
choose 15 local councils for big 
cities and large provincial areas. 
The elections are a preliminary to 


parliamentary and presidential 
elections to be held next year. 

Home Minister Lee Sang-Yeon 
said Tuesday 383 people sus- 
pected of illegal electioneering 
had been investigated since die 
campaign began last Saturday 
and 17 of them had been arrested 
for various election law viola- 
tions. 

Among the most prevalent 
violations are buying food and 
drink for voters, giving voters 
cash payments, trying to pressure 
■opponents to drop out of a race 
and mndslinging or name-calling, 
officials said. 

Many of these practices, 
though now against the law, have 


and shouting “oust the murder- 
ous regime” escorted the body of 
a student killed at anti- 
government protests from-a mor- 
gue to a umversty Tuesday for 
funeral rites. 


Students and dissidents said a 
mass funeral march would be 
staged Wednesday for Kfrn Kwi- 
Jtmg, who was trampled to death 
at a demo n stration May 25 while 
fleeing pohoe firing tear gas. 

Police banned the Wednesday 
march and warned it would be 
blocked by force. 


Her funeral comes seven weeks 
after police fatally beat another 
student, triggering nationwide 


been common in past Korean » pr o te st s and leading to the most 


elections. 


Student protest s 


Meanwhile, hundreds of stu- 
dents wearing black headbands 


serious crisis for the gov ernm ent 
since President Rofa Tac-W oo 
took office in 1988. 

“Down with Roh Tae-Woo, 
yelled students, shooting theo- 
rists in the air. 


Tamil rebels initiate peace moves 


COLOMBO. Sri Lanka (AP) — 
Tamil rebels Tuesday said they 
were ready for peace talks to end 
the eight-year civil war with the 
government and suggested nego- 
tiations in Europe. 

The offer came one year after 
the Libe ration Tigers of T amil 
Eelam (LTTE), the rebel militia, 
broke a cease-fire and resumed 
their civil war against the army. 

“The LTTE is showing a wil- 
lingness to take part in direct, 
unconditional talks with the Sri 
Lankan government to be held in- 
a European country," said Lawr- 
ence Thilaker, a spokesman for 
the group. He spoke to the 
Associated Press by telephone 
from Germany. 

Government officials refused 
to comment oo the offer. 


Last week, a top adviser to 
President Ranasmghe Premadasa 
said early peace talks were diffi- 
cult because the Tigers were 
prime suspects in last month’s 
assassination of former Indian 
Prime Mminster Rajiv Gandhi in 
southern India. 

Bradman Weerakoon, foreign 
affairs adviser to the president, 
said although Tamil guerrillas 
could not be balmed without 
proof for the May 21 assassina- 
tion, the government “would not 
want to get involved in any nego- 
tiations with a group which is 
alleged to have been involved in 
such atrocity.” 

Thilaker denied the Tigers 
were involved in the killing, and 
accused the government of using 
the charge as “a ploy not to 


restart negotiations with us.” 
“They are also trying to get 
Indian milit ary a ssistance by 
ac cu sing the LTTE of the Gandhi 
killing,” be said. 

He said neighbouring India and 
some European nations should 
mediat e any talks. The United 
Nations could monitor a ceasefire 
while talks proceed, he said. 

“This is our response to moves 
being made by a Dumber of Euro- 
pean countries, effectively and 
individually, to get and the Sri 
Lanka government to end the 
fighting," Thilaker said. 

The war resumed June 11 last 
year, when the Tigers attacked 
police and army camps after a 
13-month ceasefire. The attacks 
followed the abrupt breakdown 
of peace talks. 


India's wild west — where bullets 


count as much as ballots 


By Dilip Ganguly 

The Associated Press 


NALANDA, India — In the In- 
dian badlands of Bihar, where a 
person is murdered every two 
hours and another is kidnapped 
every four boors, police are brac- 
ing for Wednesday's parliamen- 
tary elections. 

Officials in Patna, Bihar's state 
capital, say privately that candi- 
dates of major and minor parties 
alike hire their own thugs, who 
are called “goondas.” 

“I have told my men to shoot 
troublemakers oo sight. Let the 
goondas die,” said Rajiv Gauba, 
the chief administrator of Nalan- 
da, once a famed seat of Buddhist 
teaching and now known for its 
gunrunning trade and mayhem. 

India's firm but sometimes 
bizaxrely demonstrated commit- 
ment to democracy has produced, 
among other phenomena, the 
practice of “booth-capturing” 
whereby partisans of one party or 
another stuff the ballot boxes. 
And nobody stuffs the ballot 
boxes like the Bihari goondas. 


“In the best of times Nalanda is 
a pretty bad place to live. Now 
with the elections npcoming, it 
has degenerated into a virtual 
hell,” said Kedar Nath Singh, a 
local journalist. 

The front-runner in Bibar, 
which holds 54 of parliament’s 
543 elected seats, is the Janata 
Dal Party of former Prime Mins- 
ter V.P. Singh, whose coalition 
government collapsed last 
November after 11 months in 
power and was succeeded by 


another short-lived minority gov- 
ernment. 

The Janata Dal, a centrist par- 
ty. is expected to win about one- 
half of Bihar’s seats. 

The Congress Party, whose 
leader Rajiv Gandhi was assassin- 
ated three weeks ago, is expected 
to finish second in Bihar, fol- 
lowed by the Hindu right-wing 
Bharatiya Janata Party. 

Nationally, the Congress Party 
is expected to come out on top — 
but not necessarily with enough 
votes to form the government 
unless it enlists the support of 
smaller parties, such as the Com- 
munists. 

About two-thirds of Bihar 
voted May 20, one day before 
Gandhi was killed by a bomb- 
bearing suicide assassin in south 
India. About two-fifths of India 
had voted May 20, but elections 
in the rest of the country were 
postponed until this week be- 
cause of the former prime minis- 
ter's assassination. The election 
conclude Saturday, with the first 
results expected Sunday. 

Security is stepped up during 
elections throughout India. But 
in Bihar, 700 kilometres east of 
New Delhi, it’s an uphill struggle. 

The state has 85,000 police- 
men. The number of goondas is 
estimated at more than 200.000 
by state officials, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. At least 
24 people have been killed in the 
campaign and die earlier voting. 

Nalanda, 100 kilometres sooth 
of the state capital, has a reputa- 
tion of being one of the most 
violent regions in the country’s 
most lawless state. 


In the last few weeks, police 
said they have discovered scores 
of illegal arms factories, 
crude rifles, rcvofois, pistols 
even bows and arrows. 

Entire families have been 
arrested, including a father and 
his four sons who were nabbed in 
the act of making bombs for 
politicians, officials said, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity. 

Gauba, whose job as district 
magistrate makes him Nalanda ’s 
top official, said 1,108 “hard 
core” criminals have been taken 
into custody in an effort to ensure 
fair balloting. Another 2,600 peo- 
ple have ordered to report to 
their local police stations daily or 
face arrest. 

But time hasn’t stopped the 
threat of violence, Gauba said. 
“Leave this place before dark. 
There are murderers on the 
prowl,” he advised a reporter and 
photographer who had travelled 
to Nalanda from Patna by taxi. 

Across Bihar, where 60 per 
cent of the 86.3 million readmits 
are eligible to vote, at least 
13,000 people have been taken 
into custody. Most were listed as 
“goondas” and were held under 
preventive detention laws that 
permit arrest without charge. 

More than 1 ,000 years ago 
Nalanda was a great Buddhist 
centre with/a monastery, schools 
and libraries. Today women do 
not come out of their homes after 
dark for fear of being molested. 
Traders dose their stores at dusk 
for fear of being looted. Mothers 
tell their children goonda stories 
to scare them into staying home 
and going to bed. 


During a 300-kflometre tour of 
the regjon, dozens of bodies were 
seen being carried on makedrift 
caskets for cremation. 

“Some of them are victims of- 
the goondas," said taxi driver Ban- 
si Prasad, a Nalanda native. 

“They are the goondas ” Pra- 
sad said pointing at a group of 
men bathing in the Ganges River 
that Sows through Bihar. “It is an 
old tradition. Before they co mmi t 
new sins, they wash away thezr 
last sins.” 

Hindus believe that a ceremo- 
nial bath in the holy Ganges 
absolves sins. 

Bihar is a dark, d istur bing, 
renegade state where ancient and 
modern India meet and dash. It 
is a place of social turmoil, a 
feudal caste system, rising terror- 
ism and daily straggle for sur- 
vival. 

A rising communist movement 
feeds on demands by the poor for 

equal rights. 

“But Bihar remains where it 
was at the time of independence” 
from Britain in 1947, said R.N. 
Rndra, a Patna resident who was 
disenfranchised when the state 
capital voted last month. 


“When I went to cast my bal- 
lot, I was told that someone 
already given my vote,” Rudra, a 
chartered accountant, said. 

This is where Bihar’s goondas 
{day a crucial role. 

“About 500 first-class goondas 
can make a candidate win an 
election,” said Dhannender 
Singfa Gangwar, the chief admi- 
nistrator in Hflsa, 25 kflometres 
northwest of Nalanda. 


Coffin, 46, nearly twowceksaftt 
she was kidnapped by tome 
men. The local Etiado.'seu 
agency, rqported tbat two com 
party directors • were' : abduefe 
when they wesritopay^be sarkn 
money for the refeaseof Ccffii 
director of a group of fife botifipi 
plants winch hold theCoca^Col 
franchise for parts ofvRio d 
Janeiro state. A. pqfice apoka 
man co nfirm e d tfie two director 
had disappeared fet uhQ m 
say if they had been, kidnapped 
“We are investigating,” he sad 
Estado said the origjnai .iansoii 
demand of $10 nril&on was late 
reduced to $260,000. The pofic 
were not involved fo negotiation 
between Coffin’s family and tb 
kidnappers, and the spp&esnai 
could not confirm the amount a 
the ransom. -II-/ 


French drink 
less wine 


PARK (R) — The French dm] 
17 per cent less wine - than the 
efid a decade ago but ate still thi 
world’s leading cons ume rs pc 
head, acconfing to figures re 
leased Tecently. The Nation a 
Wine Bureau said . the Frood 
each drank 74. litres of .win 
annually, pipping the Itafiaa 
who consumed 72 litres and Lux 
embonrgers at 61 litres a head 
The figures reflected a sharp droj 
in French consumption since 198 
but the per capita figure wa 

calculated on the assumption tha 

all French people drink wine, h 
feet, a poll earlier tins yea 
showed 80 per cent of the Freud 
drink no wine. Many young peo 
pie drink no alcohol while tbost 
who do prefer beer to wine. Sc 
.each wine-drinker consumes fin 
more dum 74 litres a. year. 


Mother accused of. 
arranging daughter’s 
rape 


LIVINGSTON, Montana (AP) 
— A woman arranged to have ha 
boyfriend rape her 11-year-oid 
daughter in hopes that the girl 
would bear a child she could 
raise, authorities alleged Mon- 
day. The girl did become pre- 
gnant. The 30-year-old mother d 
three was accused of rape by 
aocouatabifity in a complaint fifed 
in Park County justice court. 
Justice of die Peace Deanna Ege- 
land set a $100,000 bond for the 
woman and said an arrest warrant 
was issued for her boyfriend. The 
woman was jafled. Pazk County 
attorney Nek Swandal said tee 
woman wanted a child with her 
boyfnend.bat was unable to be- 
come pregnant again. The 
woman admitted asking her 
daughter to have sex with her 
boyfriend to become pregnant, 
he said. Swandal said at first the 
girt was reluctant to say more 
than that she had been raped and 
was five months pregnant, , Swan- 
del said. 


Grey ring 
around sun 
alarms Mexicans 


MEXICO CITY (R) — R ran 
dents of Mexico’s capital, where 
chronic air pollution is afiieaclya 
cause of alarm, got a new shock 
this week, which a large grey ting- 
appeared around the snn. Con- 
cerned citizens flooded radio sta- 
tions with telephone calk after 
seeing the translucent ring an 
almost perfect circle about five 
tunes the size of the sun. Alone' 
radio station, the switchboard 
was swamped with calls from 
alarmed listeners who 
the ring was anything from the 
foreshadowing of a pollution 
nightmare to an unschedaled 
eclipse of the sun, an employee 
said. “Above all it’s cww w un- 
easiness. But it is not a pollution 
problem or anything to do with 
the ozone layer,” a spokesman 
for the ecology and urban -de- 
velopment ministry said. He said 
unofficial info rmati on from .the . 
national meteorological service 
suggested the ring had been 
caused by the refraction of sun- 
light through fee particles in the, 
atmosphere several miles above' 
tee earth. It was not immediately - 
dear how far the phenomenon 
was visible outride Mexico City 
or why it occurred, be said. Mex- 
ico CSty residents are incxeatingtyi 
senstive to atmospheric changes 
after an avalanche of repons t 
the dangers of smog. y V-- 


